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Introducing 
The “ ALL- NEW" 
F-150 Supercrew! 1 1 1 


LINCOLN: www.andersonfordlin.com 


The Winning Team! 1901 W. 0” Street~Lincoln, NE 


816-279-7485 Hf 800-779-3673 
GRAND ISLAND: www.andersonfordgi.com 


120 Diers Avenue~Grand Island, NE 
308-384-1700 8 800-658-4260 


402-458-9800 M 800-225-5761 
ST. JOSEPH: www.andersonfordstj.com 
- 2207 North Belt~St. Joseph, MO 


March 25 Missouri 1pm 
_ March 26 Missouri 1pm 
» March 28 Colorado St. . 5,7 pm 
_ March 29 Colorado St. 5,7 pm 
~ March 30 Wichita St. 6,8 pm 
| April 8 Baylor 4:30 pm 
| April 9 : Baylor 1pm 
| April 11 Missouri-KC 4,6 pm 
| April 18 lowa State 4:30 pm 
' April 19 Creighton 7pm 
» April 25 Drake 2,4 pm 
- April 26 Wisconsin 1,3 pm 

April 29 Texas 5pm 

April 30 Texas 1pm 

May 5 . Kansas 6,8 pm 


for tickets call 
1-800-8S8bigred. 


March 7 Nebraska-Omaha, 1-9 2pm 
March 17 Oklahoma, 1-9: 6:30 pm 
March 18 Oklahoma, 1-9 2pm 
March 19 Oklahoma, 1-9 1pm 
March 24 Texas Tech, 1-9 6:30 pm 
March 25 Texas Tech, 1-9 2pm 
March 26 Texas Tech, 1-9 1pm 
March 28 North Dakota St., 1-9 3pm 
April 4 NW Missouri St., 1-9 6pm 
April 7 Kansas, 1-9 6:30 pm 
April 8 Kansas, 1-9 2pm 
April 9 Kansas, 1-9 1pm 
April 11 Creighton, 1-9 6:30 pm 
April 18 Western Illinois, 1-9 7pm 
April 19 Western Illinois, 1-9 3 pm 
April 21 Texas A&M, 1-9 6:30 pm 
April 22 Texas A&M, 1-9 2pm 
April 24 UW-Milwaukee (DH) 4,7 pm 
April 25 UW-Milwaukee 2pm 
April.28 lowa State, 1-9 * 6:30 pm 
April 29 lowa State, 1-9 2pm 
April 30 lowa State, 1-9 1pm 
May 9 Northern lowa,1-9 6:30 pm 
May 12 Fresno State, 1-9 6:30.pm 
May 13 Fresno State, 1-9 2pm 


May 14 Fresno State, 1-9 1pm 
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5 Questions 
There are many questions to be answered this 
spring. We choose five. By Mike Babcock 


I-Backs Aplenty 


Several young I-backs will be trying to position 
themselves on the depth chart. 


Prospectus 
A position-by-position breakdown of who’s gone, 
who's back, who could step up. 


Ready To Step Up 


Former eight-man player and walk-on Scott Shanle 
is ready to contribute at strongside linebacker. 


Spring Roster 


Keyuo Craver (left) and Erwin Swiney give the 
Huskers two experienced players at the critical corner- 
back position. Photo by Scott Bruhn 
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Nee Dismissed 
Nebraska basketball coach Danny Nee was dismissed 
after 14 seasons. By Mike Babcock 


The May issue will be mailed about April 25. 


A Great Job, But... 


I look forward to each issue of 
Huskers Illustrated. You do a great job of 
covering the games, both before and 
after. I also enjoy your coverage of the 
other sports. 

I would like to make a suggestion to 
bring back a couple of things you did 
previously that I have missed over the 
last year or two. 

The fall roster is very comprehensive 
but was even better when you ran an 
alphabetical list with it. I really enjoy fol- 
lowing some of the younger players, and 
sometimes when they get 
in late, and for only a few 
plays, and the alphabetical 
roster is a big help in spot- 
ting them. 

Also, the listing of the 
radio stations that carry 
Nebraska games is very 
informative, and I would 
love to see that come back. 

I would also like to see 
game predictions from at 
least one sportswriter out 
of the opponents’ back- 
yard. That was also a good 
feature that seems to have 
been dropped. 

My last request would be have an 
updated listing each issue of where 
Husker grads in the NFL are playing. 

I hope my requests don’t make it seem 
like I’m complaining about Huskers 
Illustrated. It’s a great magazine with ter- 
rific articles, game analysis and stats — 
not to mention the excellent recruiting 
information. Keep up the great work. 

John Hallgren 

Austin, Texas 
Some people prefer an alphabetical roster, and 
some like it in numerical order. Sometimes 
we've done both, but that is a lot of repetition. 
This past season, we did try to get game pre- 
dictions from one representative of the oppos- 
ing team’s media, but we weren't always suc- 
cessful. We did run a list of ex-Huskers in the 
NFL in our Sept. 18, 1999 issue. Until rosters 
are set for the regular season, there are con- 
stant changes, and information becomes out- 
dated very quickly. Thanks for the sugges- 
tions, and we promise to consider your 
requests. Also, thanks for the compliments. 
We never get tired of hearing those. — Editor 


Basketball Situation Sad 
Although no longer in the immediate 
area, | have remained a fan of Nebraska 
men’s basketball. I have tried to follow it 
as much as possible. 
Friends back in Nebraska have told 


me about the state of the program, the 
dwindling crowd numbers and the 
apparent apathy of many sports fans. 
That is sad. 

I know football will always be No. 1 in 
Big Red Country, but it sure would be 
nice to see the basketball program in a 
more positive light. 

Joe Thomas 
Chicago, Ill. 


Recruiting Issue Fan 

A big thank you to Huskers Illustrated 
for your special recruiting issue. It had a 
lot of great information for 
those of us who love to fol- 
low players all the way 
through their careers at 
Nebraska. 

I was a little disap- 
pointed that you didn’t 
have pictures of a few of 
the recruits, and I hope 
you can get them all in the 
future. 

Otherwise, I enjoyed it 
very much. Keep up the 
good work. 

Bob Smith 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


Pay Now, Play Later 

I think the NCAA should consider a 
rule that if a scholarship underclassman 
signs a pro contract, he can accept the 
money, but he won't be eligible to play 
professional sports until his class gradu- 
ates. In this way, a hardship athlete could 
have the money early, but he may be 
more inclined to continue working on his 
degree. The NFL or NBA may therefore 
be less inclined to try to lure underclass- 
men out of the classroom. 

If the university is willing to make a 
four-year commitment, the student-ath- 
lete should also be required to make the 
same four-year commitment. If the athlete 
is only accepting the scholarship to show- 
case his talents to the pros for two or 
three years, then he has taken a scholar- 
ship away from another student-athlete. 

Kenneth E. Avery 
Rancho Palos Verdes, Calif. 


Got Something To Say? 


Please send your comments and questions to: 
Letters, 3210 NW 3rd St., Lincoln, Neb. 68521. 
You can also fax them to us at (402) 474-5132. 
We reserve the right to edit the letters for clarity, 
content and length. For those with electronic mail 
abilities, Hleditor@ aol.com. 
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NU 
Field Not Just A Dream 


Huskers’ new park 
could be ready for 
2001 season 


ave Van Horn 
has loaded up 
his team’s home 
schedule in April 


of 2001. 
Nebraska’s_ baseball 
coach has _ tentatively 


scheduled home games 
for as many as 17 dates, 
including a three-game 
conference series against 
Texas the weekend of 
April 6-8, 2001. 

“LT want to be in the new 
ballpark for that series,” 
Van Horn said. 

The Cornhuskers’ new 
ballpark will be built to 
the west of 22-year-old 
Buck Beltzer Stadium, in a 
joint venture involving the 
university, the City of 
Lincoln and a private 
company, Nebco, Inc., 
which will own a profes- 
sional minor league team 
that will play there in the 
summers. 

The $32 million project 
also will accommodate the 
Nebraska softball team. 

“I was talking about the 
stadium the other night to 
someone and they cut me 
off in the middle and said: 
‘You're not excited about 
this, are you?’ They were 
being facetious,” said Van 
Horn. 

“But yeah, we're real 
excited. It’s helping our 
recruiting and the morale 
of the team.” 

The ballpark will have a 
natural-grass field, with 
chairback-seating for 4,700 
and beam seating that will 
double capacity. “It’s 
going to be the premier 
park in the Midwest,” he 
said. 

“It keeps you motivat- 
ed. It keeps coaches on the 
phone, talking about it to 
recruits.” 


Coach Dave Van Horn says 
the new ballpark “is going to 
be super.” 


The original plans were 
for the ballpark to be 
ready by March of 2001. 
But ground-breaking was 
delayed when _ the 
Nebraska Board of 
Regents postponed its 
final vote on the project at 
its meeting in late 
February until another 
$2.5 million can be raised 
as part of the university's 
share. 

Estimated construction 
time is 12 months, though 
a similar facility in 
Indianapolis for that city’s 
Triple-A minor league 
team was completed in 11 
months, according to Van 
Horn. 

The earliest construc- 
tion could begin now is 
April, after the regents’ 
next meeting. 

Nebraska is scheduled 
to play intrastate rival 
Creighton at home on 
April 4, 2001. Even if the 
groundbreaking is this 
April, that game might 
have to be played at Buck 


Beltzer. 

Assuming the ballpark 
is completed in time, and 
the Cornhuskers are suc- 
cessful enough, they 
might be able to play host 
to an NCAA regional 
there next season. The 
NCAA is on record as 
indicating it would like to 
move its baseball region- 
als around and “get some 
in the north,” said Van 
Horn. 

The timing of the ball- 
park project couldn’t have 
been better, coinciding 
with the increased interest 
in Nebraska baseball gen- 
erated by Van Horn, who 
is in his third season as 
coach. 

A pre-season Home 
Run Club event in Omaha 
drew a packed house, and 
during a highlight video 
people “were cheering 
and clapping,” Van Horn 
said. “I mean, it was just 
great. 

“They hung around for 
three hours (afterward).” 

A three-game series 
sweep of Texas at Lincoln 
in late March last season 
drew more than 7,000 
fans, including 3,387 for 
the final game. “That was 
good to see,” said Van 
Horn. 

Fans unable to get to 
Lincoln for games want 
“to listen on the radio, 
making their point that 
they want more games on 
the radio,” he said. 

“Our fans are going to 
come out. I tell our players 
all the time, if you go to 
Nebraska, (if) you just 
play hard and give the 
best effort, they’re going 
to come and watch you. 
Naturally, they want you 
to win. But if you play 
hard, they’re going to 
come out. They love base- 
ball.” 

That would be true 
even without a new ball- 
park. But the Cornhuskers 


need a new home, accord- 
ing to Van Horn, who has 
described Buck Beltzer 
Field as the worst in the 
Big 12. 

And the new one “is 
going to be super,” he 
said. “We couldn’t be 
more happy with how it’s 
going to turn out. People 
are going to just be 
amazed at how beautiful 
the ballpark is in Lincoln.” 


WHO’S ON THIRD 

Brandt Vlieger was the 
Nebraska baseball team’s 
regular shortstop last season. 
But the 6-foot-2, 200-pound 
senior from Omaha out-grew 
the position and was moved 
to third base this season. 

Although the move made 
sense because of his size, it 
was costly during the fall. In 
the final practice, Vlieger suf- 
fered a broken ankle while 
chasing a pop-up in foul terri- 
tory. “If he wouldn't have 
been playing third base, he 
probably wouldn't have done 
it," said Coach Dave Van 
Horn. 

Three screws had to be 
inserted in the ankle to repair 
the damage. 

As a result, Vlieger’s 
range was about 90 percent 
when the season began. 

Van Horn recruited a 
shortstop with Vlieger’s posi- 
tion switch in mind, but when 
the player opted to sign a 
professional contract as an 
undrafted free agent, he had 
second thoughts. 

Instead of leaving Vlieger 
at shortstop, however, he 
decided to move sophomore 
Will Bolt from second base to 
shortstop to begin the sea- 
son. Junior Josh Hesse also 
figures in the plans. But the 
transfer from Meridian, Miss., 
Community College got a 
delayed start because of a 
broken bone in a hand. 

“We're thinking he hurt 
his hand in off-season hit- 
ting,” Van Horn said. “In 
December is when it really 


started bothering him. 
Whether it was hurt a little bit 
between lifting and swinging 
the bat, who knows? | mean, 
he would have hurt it playing 
basketball or something. | 
don’t know. 

“He's a pretty tough kid. 
He probably just didn’t realize 
how serious it was.” 

Hesse is a versatile infield- 
er. “He can play anywhere,” 
said Van Horn. 


WHO’S ON FIRST 

The Cornhusker baseball 
team has tried to compensate 
for the departure of first 
baseman Ken Harvey, who 
hit an NCAA-leading .478 and 
earned first-team All-America 
honors last season, by being 
“better one through nine in 
our batting order,” Van Horn 
said. “You don’t replace Ken 
Harvey. 

“You just find a way to get 
it done some other ways, be 
better on the mound, be a lit- 
tle bit quicker in the outfield, 
don’t let balls drop in, make a 
defensive play that’s going to 
save you a run or two.” 


NEW GRAD ASSISTANT 

Tim Albin, most recently 
the head football coach at 
Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University, has been 
added to Coach Frank 
Solich’s staff as a graduate 
assistant. 

The 35-year-old Albin will 
work with the offense, specif- 
ically the tight ends. 

Albin’s team went 13-0 
and won the NAIA national 
championship last season, 
defeating No. 1-ranked 
Georgetown, Ky., College in 
the final game 34-25 — after 
trailing at halftime 20-0. 

Albin, a native’ of 
Woodward, Okla., who 
played at Northwestern 
Oklahoma State, joins Brian 
Washington as Nebraska's 
graduate assistants, replacing 
Chad Stanley and Jon 
Bostick. 

The addition of 
Washington, a_ former 
Cornhusker defensive back 
who played nine seasons in 
the NFL, was announced ear- 
lier. “We feel we have two 
excellent graduate assis- 
tants,” Solich said. @ 


What’s Happening In Nebraska Athletics? 


GOOD HANDS GUY 

Thunder Collins, the junior college transfer running back in Nebraska's 2000 football 
recruiting class, “has great hands coming out of the backfield,” Coach Frank Solich said on 
letter-of-intent signing day. “We may re-design our whole offense so we throw the ball a lit- 
tle bit more.” 

Even though he was joking about re-designing the offense, Collins “is a very multi- 
dimensional type player,” said Solich. “Thunder is an excellent athlete. He’s got very good 
speed. 

“He's a very tough, a very physical player.” 


AND HE’S ONLY A SOPHOMORE 
Sophomore Bryan Snyder picked up his second straight Big 
12 title at 157 pounds, as Nebraska finished fourth in the Big 12 
Conference Wrestling Championships March 5 in Lincoln. 
Oklahoma State cruised to its third title in four years, easily 
topping runner-up lowa State (68) and Oklahoma (65). Nebraska 
finished fourth at 49.5, and Missouri was fifth with 14.5 points. 
After defeating Oklahoma State's Shane Roller, 13-6 in the 
semifinals, Snyder won the championship match by default. 
Snyder, 36-1 on the season, has now won 19 straight matches 
The featured match of the finals took place at 197 pounds, as 
Nebraska's Brad Vering and Oklahoma State's Mark Munoz bat- 
tled to a 1-1 draw at the end of overtime, before Munoz picked Bryan Snyder won his 
up a 3-1 win over top-ranked Vering in sudden death overtime. second straight title. 


PERFECTION 

Heather Brink, a senior from Lincoln, earned the first 10 in the 25- 
year history of the Nebraska women’s gymnastics program, achiev- 
ing the perfect score in the vault during the Huskers’ dual-meet vic- 
tory against lowa State at the Devaney Sports Center in mid- 
February. 

Brink’s move of perfection was a laid-out Yurchenko with a one- 
and-a-half twist. “It was pretty dang perfect,” Nebraska Coach Dan 
Kendig told the Lincoln Journal Star immediately afterward. 

The vault was Brink’s second. She scored 9.975 on the first. The 
six-time All-American finished with a school-record 39.675 all- 
around score to lead the Huskers to a victory in the meet. 

She shared the previous record score of 39.575 with Shelly 
Bartlett (1987). 


IF IT DOESN'T KILL YOU, IT WILL MAKE YOU STRONGER 

The Husker softball team has played a rugged non-conference 
schedule in preparation for Big 12 play. “I've always been a coach 
with the philosophy that we play for April and May," Coach Rhonda 
Revelle said. "If you look historically at our program, we may have 
been a slow start in February and March, but you see some momen- 
tum really building for the latter part of the season. 

"It would be nice to play at that level from game one through game 65 or 70. But some- 
times there's going to be an ebb and flow in the season. And I'd rather be playing our best 
ball at the end of the year. And | think that we've done a fairly good job of that historically." 


Gymnast Heather 
Brink scored a 10. 


BRIEFLY NOTED 

— Cindy Roethemeyer, the Husker softball team’s starting third baseman, suffered a torn 
anterior cruciate ligament in her right knee during the first weekend of the regular season. 

The junior from North Platte had been the regular third baseman the previous two sea- 
sons. 

— Bruce Skinner has been hired as an assistant by Nebraska’s new head volleyball 
coach, John Cook. Skinner, an assistant men’s coach at Ball State the last two seasons, was 
an assistant for Cook at Wisconsin from 1994 to 1996. He will be in charge of team training 
and the summer camp program. @ 
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Not 


Record 254th victory one of few highlights 
of Nee’s final season 


BY THE TIME it was officially announced, 
shortly after 2 p.m. on March 13, it was 
hardly a surprise. 

Nebraska’s largest newspapers had fore- 
cast the end of the Danny Nee Era for 
much of the season. Nee himself had 
admitted the end was near on his postgame 


f 


Brian radio show after the Huskers blew a 14- 
HILL point lead and lost to Baylor 63-55 in the 

opening round of the Big 12 Basketball 
Tournament. 


Four days later, it was official. The dean of Big 12 coach- 
es, who had seven 20-victory seasons and took teams to 
postseason tournaments 11 times in 14 seasons at Nebraska, 
was gone after an 11-19 season. 

Although many newspaper letters to the editor and calls 
to talk shows were negative, Nee had his supporters. And, 
during a season in which it seemed that anything that could 
go wrong did, there was some sentiment to “wait until next 
year,” when star guard Cookie Belcher would hopefully be 
back after a medical redshirt, point guard transfer John 
Robinson would be eligible and the rest of the cast would 
have a year’s experience. 


But it wasn’t to be. 

Nee leaves as the winningest basketball coach in 
Nebraska history. His record 254th win came Feb. 26 
against Colorado, but that was his team’s only victory in the 
final 10 games. The 19 losses were the most since the 1962- 
63 season, and the Huskers were winless on the road. 

Contributing editor Mike Babcock brings you more 
about Nee’s dismissal and career at Nebraska elsewhere in 
this issue. 

The news from the women’s basketball program was 
much brighter. Coach Paul Sanderford’s team won seven of 
its last nine games to earn their third straight trip to the 
NCAA Tournament. 

Just as the basketball season winds down, football is 
back in the spotlight (if it ever really leaves) in Nebraska. 
Four weeks of spring practice began March 20, and the 
annual Spring Game is set for April 15, a date usually set 
aside for other taxing activities. 

The Huskers return a talented and veteran cast, but there 
are question marks and holes to fill entering the spring. Our 
11-page preview, complete with a roster and position-by- 
position breakdown, begins on Page 12. 

Enjoy it! 


it happens every spring! 
Watch for the Huskers Illustrated 


Spring Game coverage in the May issue 
(available April 26) 


Reaching 100% Husker fans for 20 years 


On the Internet: 
www.huskersillustrated.com 


To subscribe, call (800) 524-9527 


1-year subscription (18 issues) — $44.95 (23% off cover price) 
(weekly during football season) 


Speed Is Back; 
Pain Is Gone 


Return of left cornerback Swiney 
adds experience to secondary 


ERWIN SWINEY MISSED all of last foot- 
ball season, his third at Nebraska, while 
recovering from surgery to repair an 
abdominal problem that had bothered him 
since high school. 

He recovered sufficiently to have shed 
his figurative medical redshirt late in the 
season. “I think, in a sense, I could have 
played,” he said after post-winter condi- 
tioning tests the first week in March. 

“T think I could have played regardless.” 

He could have avoided the redshirt and a season of 
playing on the scout team during practice. But “I don’t 
think I would have been nearly as effective, for me or for 
the team,” he said. 

“T felt it was a smart decision to redshirt, to let things 
heal.” 

The decision might have been smart, but it wasn’t easy. 

Swiney had to persuade himself to take the 
redshirt, to be patient, when his inclination was 
otherwise. “Being the person I am, I probably 
would have gone out there and played,” he 
said. 

Any intensely competitive athlete in a simi- 
lar situation would have had to persuade him- 
self, “especially after playing two years and 
contributing to the team,” said Swiney. 

He had started 23 consecutive games over 
two seasons at left cornerback, doing so for the 
Cornhuskers’ 1997 national championship team 
as a true freshman. 

He replaced Jerome Peterson as the starter, 
intercepting two passes and recovering two 
fumbles in addition to making 24 tackles and 
breaking up four passes during his first season. 

He followed with 13 pass break-ups in 1998, a total that 
would have tied the school single-season record if team- 
mate Ralph Brown hadn’t broken up 14 that same season. 

He also was involved in 61 tackles, including 14 — and 
three for losses — in the Cornhuskers’ 24-17 victory against 
Oklahoma State at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, 
Mo. 

He finished his second season by making five tackles 
and breaking up a pass in the Orange Bowl game victory 
against Tennessee that earned Nebraska the coaches’ 
national title. 

It was in that context Swiney decided to sit out last sea- 
son, following surgery for the abdominal problem, which 
had sidelined him for all of spring practice in 1998 and 
hampered him significantly last spring. By then, it was 
apparent that surgery was needed to correct the problem. 

Swiney accepted his fate as best he could. “It was tough 
at first,” he said of having to watch home games from the 
sideline and road games on television. “But it was reality. 

“T wasn’t playing, so there was no need to rag about it. 

“T knew that one day it would come through.” 


Erwin Swiney started 
23 consecutive games 
at left cornerback. 


That's his personality, he said. “I think from the begin- 
ning, from the day I found out I had to have surgery, I was 
pretty up-beat. I accept reality real quick. I turn it into a 
positive.” 

Among the positives of his redshirting was going 
against the Cornhusker receivers every day in practice, as a 
member of the scout team. “I think that was real helpful,” 
he said. 

The positive for him now is that he finally feels healthy. 

He was able to go through winter conditioning and do 
everything that everyone else did. And he was satisfied 
with his test scores. “I did pretty well,” he said. “I was con- 
sistent on things.” 

His speed is back, and the nagging pain is gone. 

Swiney ran the 40-yard dash in 4.56 seconds in post- 
winter conditioning tests, equaling his 40 time prior to the 
surgery. Apparently, he hasn’t lost a step. 

The positive for the team is that his return helps com- 
pensate for the departure of Ralph Brown, who 
started every game during a stellar career at 
right cornerback. 

Swiney and Keyuo Craver, a junior-to-be 
who replaced him as the starter on the left side, 
provide Nebraska with two experienced players 
at the critical cornerback position. 

Swiney also plans to provide leadership for 
the Cornhuskers’ talented young defensive 
backs, of which there are several. “I think I’m 
going to have to play a part in the leadership, 
just for the simple fact of being part of the 
national championship team . . . and undefeat- 
ed season,” he said. “I think definitely for our 
secondary, all of us have to step up. And I think 
I'll play a role in that.” 

Mike Brown, the team’s starting rover and 
leading tackler the past three seasons, also is gone, leaving 
a significant void not only at his position but also in defen- 
sive leadership. 

“Mike, he did a big deal for our secondary as far as 
knowing the plays,” said Swiney. “He helped everybody 
out in the secondary. Without Mike, we’re going to have to 
step it up. We all have to work more together on that part. 
Mike was like the professor, I’d say, in the secondary. 

“T think all the guys will agree with me on that because 
he was a very smart player.” 

There is no one who can replace Mike Brown as the 
“professor.” 

“T think we all have to be like a big study group, all 
come together as a group and do this thing, teach each 
other,” said Swiney, who obviously didn’t lose his sense of 
metaphor while redshirting. @ 


a 


Mike Babcock is a former sports columnist for the Lincoln Journal 
Star. He has covered Nebraska football for more than 20 years. 
Mike can be reached at mdb@inetnebr.com 

or P.O. Box 6782, Lincoln, NE 68506. 
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Common 
Thread Remains 


27 years later, Darlington still a part 
of Nebraska’s success story 


GEORGE DARLINGTON had just left his 
post as an assistant coach at San Jose State 
to join Tom Osborne, as Osborne took over 
the Nebraska head coaching job in 1973. 

Darlington was on a west coast recruiting 
trip and had rented a car to visit a recruit. 
Since Osborne was going to be visiting the 
Bob same region, Darlington went by the air- 
SCHALLER port to take Osborne with him on the visit. 

Used to San Jose State’s no-frills recruit- 

ing budget, Darlington was set in his ways, and to that end 
rented a (very) “small-class economy car.” 

“Coach Osborne got in the car — and you know he’s 
about 6-foot-5, and he could barely fit in the front seat,” 
Darlington recalled with a smile. “His knees were literally 
pressed against the dashboard.” 

Osborne tried to get comfortable. 

“George, you're not at San Jose State anymore,” Osborne 
said, trying to recline the seat back — anything 
to get more room. “You know you could some- 
thing a little bigger in the future if you'd like.” 

Nixon’s presidency was unraveling, and the 
Huskers were coming off of another national 
championship. Now, nearly three decades 
later, Osborne is no longer the coach at 
Nebraska. Also gone is Charlie McBride, the 
long-time defensive coordinator who spent 
many an hour huddling with Darlington, 
breaking down film. 

Now the head coach is Frank Solich. The 
defensive coordinator is Craig Bohl, a defen- 
sive back for the Huskers back when 
Darlington was coaching defensive linemen in 
the late 1970s. 

So much has changed. Yet Darlington sol- 
diers on. He is 60 but in the best shape he’s been in since he 
was 40, which he credits to his walking regimen and watch- 
ing what he eats. 

“It's different now,” Darlington said in early March. 
“There is no question that when you work with people like 
that for that long, you have to miss them and the routine 
you had. I’m 60, so I spent almost half my life under Coach 
Osborne and working with Coach McBride. But Coach Bohl 
and I have worked together for quite a while, and Coach 
Solich has been here for decades. So there is that common 
thread there.” 

And the more things have changed, the more things have 
stayed the same, from Nebraska’s success to the method the 
Huskers use for that success. 

“Nothing is particularly different,” Darlington said. 
“We're in the routine of preparing for spring ball and get- 
ting ready for next season.” 

After McBride stepped down, speculation was that 
Darlington might be next. Darlington, who is usually some- 
what soft-spoken speaks up when that issue is broached. 


George Darlington came 
to Nebraska in 1973. 


“Absolutely, | have no intention of retiring,” Darlington 
said. “Especially as long as my health is good.” 

So is the health of his secondary. Despite losing All- 
Americans Ralph Brown and Mike Brown, the Huskers 
have five players back who started at various times. Keyuo 
Craver might be the best Nebraska cornerback ever before 
everything is said and done, and he’ll be just a junior. 
Speedy Joe Walker takes over Mike Brown’s place at rover. 
Cornerback Erwin Swiney, who started two years ago as a 
true freshman, missed all of last season with an injury, but 
did practice with the team the final five weeks of the season. 

“We've got a pretty good idea that Erwin is healthy and 
ready to go,” Darlington said. “The way things have unfold- 
ed, with Joe coming back and some others stepping up, it 
looks like we could be in a good position.” 

Dion Booker and Clint Finley are both back at free safety, 
and cornerback DeJuan Groce has Craver-like potential and 
will be only a sophomore. 

“In college, you lose your senior class every 
year,” Darlington said, shifting papers on his 
desk in his office. “Sometimes you don’t 
replace them as well as you'd like. But you are 
geared up to find people who will come in and 
play well. The hope is the players you have 
back will lead to a sum total that is the same, 
or better than what you had before.” 

While the secondary won’t get a lot of pre- 
season attention, it’s arguably as experienced 
as last year’s, and certainly among the top two 
or three NU secondaries in the past decade in 
terms of returning experience and speed. 

“You hope and like to think that players like 
DeJuan and the others are capable of develop- 
ing even more,” Darlington said. “Craver is 
probably the only guy who will be a legitimate 
preseason All-Big 12 pick, and certainly he could play him- 
self all the way up to being an All-American. But there’s cer- 
tainly no reason some of those other guys can’t play them- 
selves into a position to be All-Big 12, or even higher.” 

There are still decades and decades of familiarity among 
the Husker coaches — far more than probably 95 percent of 
the schools in the nation. Darlington praises the work ethics 
of Bohl and Solich, and appreciates the shoes they have to 
fill while at the same time carving a path of their own. 

“We're all striving to be better,” Darlington said, 
“regardless of how good we were the last season.” 

And if the story comes full circle — that Solich would 
accompany Darlington on a recruiting trip — Darlington 
can savor the good ol’ days. 

Because even “small-class economy” would provide 
plenty of leg room for the 5-foot-6 Solich. i 


Bob Schaller covers the Huskers for the Scottsbluff Star-Herald. 


His newly released books, The Olympic Dream and Spirit (Volumes 
|, Il. and Ill) include former Huskers Allison Weston (volleyball) and 
Travis Niemeyer (diving). He can be reached at schallerrc@aol.com. 
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Difficult Situation 
For Coach, Family 


After 14 seasons, Nee and his family 
knew the end was near 


IT’S THE MORNING of New Year’s Eve 
1992, and I’m in the San Francisco airport 
on my way back from the Hawaii Rainbow 
Classic awaiting a connection home. 

In the near distance, Nora and Kevin Nee 
are chasing one another around, oblivious 
to any sleepy-eyed traveler, and essentially 
the world. 

At ages 6 and 4, respectively, they certain- 
ly have no concerns about their dad’s well- 
being or the fact his nationally ranked team has just gone 1- 
2 in Hawaii. 

Of course, all of that’s changed now. 

On March 9 in Kansas City, the Nebraska men’s basket- 
ball team had its 1999-2000 season come to an end with a 
loss to Baylor that was a microcosm of its season. 
Minutes after the Big 12 Conference Tournament 
game at Kemper Arena, Kevin Nee sat slumped on 
a trainer’s table in the team’s locker room. He 
stared at his shoes while interviews were being 
conducted near him. You knew he knew what was 
coming. 

An hour later, Danny Nee is back at his hotel, 
packing for home. Soon, he comes through some 
elevator doors being pulled by one of his family’s 


Curt 
NMcKEEVER 


any topic, even when it would have been in his best interest 
to bite on his tongue. 

Whether it was talking about recruiting failures, poking 
fun at his players or taking what he thought was a light- 
hearted stab by telling boosters recently, “all you sons of 
bitches who want me out of here, I’m not leaving,” Nee had 
an open-mike policy. 

Compared to what you normally get in his profession, it 
was refreshing. 

A couple of weeks before he was fired, Nee drew a com- 
parison between himself and Bobby Cremins, who had 
recently announced his resignation, by saying “You want to 
know? It’s like looking in the mirror.” 

Cremins, who had been at Georgia Tech since 1980, 
stepped down, citing the fact Tech hadn’t been able to make 
the NCAA Tournament since 1996 as a reason. 

“Guys like (Cremins) and me are good coaches, 
but it comes a moment in everyone's life it’s a reali- 
ty,” Nee said about moving on. “It doesn’t make 
Bobby Cremins or Danny Nee a lesser guy. But 
when you don’t win, when you don’t succeed, and 
you don’t meet expectations, absolutely there’s life 
afterwards.” 

On his radio call-in show later that night, Nee 
met a question regarding his status head on. 


Dann Nee 
dogs and trying to keep up with Nora, who was scent 14 sea- After telling the NU coach he didn’t think it was 
handling another. sons at NU. right for columnists to write about what should 


No time for the usual lobby mingling with some 
well-wishing fans, he’s out the door in search of grass. It’s 
not exactly something you envision in this type of setting. 

When I caught up with him, I took note of Nora’s where- 
abouts before speaking. 

Nee managed a slight grin and said, simply, “She 
knows.” 

So did the man who for the past 14 seasons had guided 
the Cornhuskers’ fortunes. 

He knew the five NCAA Tournaments, the 1996 NIT 
championship, the 1994 Big Eight Conference Tournament 
title, the school record 254 victories and all he had done to 
raise the expectations Nebraska fans had of Husker hoops 
was about to come to an end. 

When you have an 11-19 season with a recruiting class 
you call your best, when attendance at your home games 
dips to an all-time low average in the 24-year history of the 
Bob Devaney Sports Center, you know change is coming. 

And so, on March 13, Nebraska Athletic Director Bill 
Byrne announced at a hastily called press conference that 
Nee’s love-hate tenure at NU was over. Nebraska would 
pay him nearly $400,000 to buy out the final three years of 
his contract and begin a nation-wide search for a successor. 

“There are a variety of things that go into determining 
whether or not you want to have someone continue to head 
up a program within your department, particularly a high- 
profile program like basketball,” Byrne said. “To pinpoint 
one particular thing, I can’t do that. It’s an accumulation.” 

It didn’t help Nee that much of the Nebraska public had 
problems handling his willingness to talk about darn near 


happen to him, the caller asked Nee what he want- 
ed to do. 

“I’m not sure,” said Nee, who has a contract that runs for 
three more years. “I told my daughter that she’s going to 
Pius X next year, regardless. . . Now, it’s up to my boss. If 
Bill and the Board of Regents choose to buy it out, it’s over. 
I love Nebraska, but I don’t want to be in a position where 
I’m not wanted anymore. 

“No coach, no human being, is going to take the pound- 
ing I’ve been taking and go home every night and think 
everything’s OK.” 

Nee has been a Division I head coach for 20 seasons, the 
first six at Ohio University. He produced 20-game winners 
in half of those seasons. He took seven teams to the NCAA 
Tournament and seven to the NIT. 

Has he coached his last game anywhere? I doubt it. But 
the pressures put on major college men’s basketball coaches 
to win and produce revenue has become so great that Nee 
admits he’s trying to persuade his oldest son, Patrick, to 
change his mind about wanting to get into the business. 

As for Kevin, he’s seen a side of it that Patrick never did. 
And he’s old enough now to know not every story has a 
fairy tale ending. 

For he and his sister, I wish they could be 4 and 6 again 
and running around the San Francisco airport without a 
care in the world. @ 


Curt McKeever is a sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star. /n addition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men's basketball and baseball teams. 
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Every spring, there are a number 
of questions to be answered. 
Here are 5: 


By Mike Babcock 


ric Crouch doesn’t have 
to prove himself this 
spring. He did that last 
season by earning a 
share of the Big 12 coach- 
es’ award as conference 
offensive player of the year. 

In addition, he’s recovering from 
the surgery he underwent on his 
right shoulder the week after direct- 
ing Nebraska’s 31-21 victory against 
Tennessee in the Fiesta Bowl game. 

So the sophomore quarterback 
will be limited during spring prac- 
tice. Specifically, “he probably will 
see very, very limited action as far as 
contact goes,” Coach Frank Solich 
said. 

He also won’t do any passing 
early in the spring to allow his 
shoulder to heal. 

But he’ll be involved otherwise. 
“He will be practicing,” said Solich. 
“He'll be able to run through prac- 
tice, run our option drills and do 
things, run through our teamwork 
stations, where there is no passing 
involved, where there is no actual 
contact involved on the quarter- 
back.” 

And by the end of spring prac- 
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tice, he might even take a few hits. 

“T’m not ruling out him having 
any contact,” Solich said. 

“T think it’s always a fine line 
between a guy not doing much dur- 
ing spring and then you expect him 
to come back in the fall and be ready 
to go. Sometimes it doesn’t work that 
way. Typically what we’ve done in 
the past is try to ensure that guys get 
some work done in the spring. 

“But his work will be limited.” 

Crouch’s rehabilitation appears to 
be on schedule. “There’s not been 
anything to indicate he’s not coming 
along right on track,” Solich said. 

According to Doak Ostergard, 
Nebraska’s associate head athletic 
trainer, “by the end of spring he 
should be 100 percent in doing about 
everything.” 

Crouch won't be on the sideline 
by himself during scrimmages. 
“There are guys at other positions 
who have proven themselves to the 
point where we need to look at get- 
ting depth behind them,” said Solich. 
“If you look at the I-back spot, for 
instance, probably Dan Alexander 
and Correll (Buckhalter) may not 
receive as many scrimmage snaps as 


Scott Bruhn 


With the limita- 
tions placed on 
Eric Crouch 
(left), redshirt 
freshman 
Jammal Lord 
will get ample 
opportunity to 
prove himself 
as a capable 
back-up. 


what the I-backs behind them 
would. 

“The same could be true for 
Bobby (Newcombe), and it could be 
the same case for a couple of other 
guys. But nobody will be eliminated 
from it. They'll all be practicing. 
They'll all be doing some things. It 
just may be that some guys won’t get 
equal snaps when it comes to scrim- 
maging.” 

Contact or not, the question of 
Crouch’s durability and toughness 
doesn’t have to be answered this 
spring. “He certainly doesn’t have to 
prove anything to us,” said Solich. 

There are other questions to be 
answered, however. Five follow, in 
no particular order. 

Can Jammal Lord devel- 
1 Op as a passer? 

With the limitations placed on 
Crouch, Lord, a redshirt freshman 
quarterback, will get ample opportu- 
nity to prove himself as a capable 
back-up during the spring. 

That's especially important con- 
sidering he is the only scholarship 
quarterback. 

The 6-foot-2, 195-pound Lord has 
the size and strength to run the 
option, which is an essential skill in 
Nebraska’s offense. The biggest con- 
cern is his passing. He threw just 41 
passes during his senior season at 
Bayonne, N. J., High School, com- 
pleting 22 for 360 yards and four 
touchdowns. 

He passed for only 130 yards 
during his junior season. 

“He’s got a good arm,” Solich 
said. “We just need to get him a little 
more consistent with his throwing, 
and some of that will come down to 
just throwing more. I think his back- 
ground is such that he threw, but 
probably now he'll be throwing 
more than he’s ever thrown in his 
life. 

“I’m sure he’ll make some 
progress in that area. But it’s not like 
he has to come with great strides 
because he has shown the ability to 
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throw. We just need to get him con- 
sistent.” 

In addition to Lord, walkons Joe 
Chrisman and Brett Lindstrom will 
take snaps during the spring. 
Chrisman saw limited action last 
season as a redshirted freshman. 
Lindstrom was pressed into duty on 
the scout team as a quarterback, 
even though he was listed as a wide 
receiver. 

Lindstrom’s position switch, 
which he eagerly made, could be 
permanent. 

“We'll just see how far he can go 
at that position,” said Solich. 
“Certainly everybody that lines up at 
the quarterback spot should be able 
to get plenty of reps . . . and be eval- 
uated very well. 

“We need to find out exactly where 
we are after Eric.” 

Even though he could play quar- 
terback in a crisis, Newcombe proba- 
bly won’t take any snaps during the 
spring. “He certainly would like to 
concentrate solely as a receiver,” 
Solich said. 

“His talent could still play in at 
quarterback if he needed to play the 
spot. But ideally we'd like to have 
our second- or third-team quarter- 
back be from the guys listed at quar- 
terback.” 


Will kicker Josh Brown 
get to play a position? 


Brown, an exceptional athlete, 
talked during the fall of wanting to 
play a position, and he’ll get a 
chance this spring, as a wingback. 
“But we've got to be a little careful 
there,” said Solich. 

“T think he has the ability to be a 
wingback. He has, really, very fine 
speed, and so he could be a young 
guy in our system with speed at that 
spot, which could help us for years 
to come. 

“But on the other side of it, he is 
our field goal kicker and could punt 
if he had to, if Dan (Hadenfeldt) 
would get hurt. Until we find out 
exactly where Sandro (DeAngelis) is, 
and we won't know anything on that 
until early next fall, we won’t go 
overboard with Josh at the wingback 
spot. 

“But we'll have him running and 
practicing at that spot this spring.” 

DeAngelis is a scholarship recruit 
from Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada. 

Brown has the credentials to play 
an offensive position. He rushed for 
1,891 yards and 51 touchdowns as a 
senior running back on an eight-man 
team at Foyil, Okla., High School. 


Randy Stella had nine tackles and 
one sack as a reserve linebacker. He 
was also Nebraska’s leading kickoff 
returner and blocked two punts. 


Who will emerge at out- 
side linebacker? 


Nebraska’s least experienced 
positions on either side of the ball 
are probably strongside and weak- 
side linebacker, following the depar- 
ture of Brian Shaw, Tony Ortiz, Eric 
Johnson and Julius Jackson. 

The only scholarship player at 
strongside linebacker, in fact, is Scott 
Shanle, a walkon from an eight-man 
program in St. Edward, Neb., who 
was put on scholarship second 
semester. He and Rod Baker, a 
senior-to-be, are the only lettermen 
at the position, and neither played 
much. 

“That’s what we've got,” Solich 
said. 

Randy Stella and Mark Vedral 
are similarly inexperienced at weak- 
side linebacker, getting most of their 
playing time on kicking teams, and 
Blanchard Johnson is coming off a 
redshirt. 

“Who knows what will happen, 
but there is a concern,” said Solich. 

Outside linebacker is “certainly a 
position that young players coming 
in will get a very good look,” he 
said. “That would be a spot you’d 


Josh Brown, Nebraska’s No. 1 
place-kicker as a redshirt freshman, 
apparently will get a chance at 
wingback in the spring. 


like to think some of those incoming 
freshmen could possibly help fill the 
void, as well as looking at some of 
the walk-on players below them (on 
the depth chart).” 


What will the secondary 
look like without Mike 
Brown and Ralph Brown? 

Ralph Brown started every game 
during his career at right cornerback 
and Mike Brown led_ the 
Cornhuskers in tackles each of the 
last three seasons at rover. Enough 
said. 

The return of Erwin Swiney, who 
missed all of last season because of 
an abdominal injury after being a 
starter at cornerback, will help some 
in easing the loss of Ralph Brown. 

Joe Walker, who has been a 
starter at nickel back, moves up at 
rover, where either Clint Finley or 
Dion Booker, both of whom have 
starting experience at free safety, 
could end up. 

“There’s been some talk amongst 
the staff on that,” Solich said of the 
possibility of moving either Finley or 
Booker. “There’s also been some talk 
with George (Darlington) and the 
defensive backs along those lines. So 


we'll see how it all plays out. No 
question, we want the best four on 
the field when it comes to the two 
inside safeties and the two corners. 
But we also want depth at those 
spots. 

“We're not ruling that possibility 
out. Dion and Clint are very experi- 
enced players and they could play 
rover if need be. But understand, too, 
that a lot of teams will force you into 
a nickel situation. And with that in 
mind, that allows for an extra defen- 
sive back also to be in the game.” 


Which redshirt freshmen 
will emerge? 


Of the 20 scholarship recruits that 
arrived last fall as freshmen, only 
one, Spencer Owen, is no longer at 
Nebraska. And Owen, a highly 
regarded rush end, left for personal 
reasons. That 95-percent rate of 
retention is a testament to the 
Cornhuskers’ painstaking evaluation 
process. 

Taylor Gehman, John Garrison 
and Toniu Fonoti all played without 
redshirting, and Shaun Coleman 
didn’t enroll for classes until mid- 
year. The others redshirted and are 
now ready to go. 

In addition to Lord, fullback Judd 
Davies and defensive tackle Ryon 
Bingham are among those with the 
best opportunity to climb quickly on 
the depth chart in the spring because 
both came close to playing as true 
freshmen. Defensive back Rob 
Blomeier, who will start out as a free 
safety, is another. 

Injury problems contributed to 
the decision to redshirt Blomeier. 

As mentioned earlier, Blanchard 
Johnson also has a good opportunity 
because of his position, outside line- 
backer. But everyone, whether schol- 
arship recruit or walkon, will get a 
look. 

That's the purpose of spring prac- 
tice, which is why Solich doesn’t 
plan to spend much time working on 
early-season, non-conference oppo- 
nents. 

“As we make sure we have a 
pretty good evaluation of everybody, 
we may try to slip in a little work 
here or there,” he said. 

“But there is time in fall camp for 
that. So we don’t want to get too car- 
ried away. 

“One of the things we want to be 
is fair to the players in terms of try- 
ing to make sure we’ve got them 
lined up (so) the best guy that’s play- 
ing the position is No. 1 and the next 
guy is No. 2.” 


More About Spring Football 


SHORING UP THE DEFENSE 

Eight players with starting experience at six positions have been lost on 
defense, leaving some significant holes to fill. “It's going to be interesting to see 
how everybody plays in the spring,” said defensive tackle Loran Kaiser, a senior-to- 
be and returning starter. 

“As far as our defense, this is going to be one of the most important springs 
we've had in a while. We've always had the Browns (Ralph and Mike), for four 
years now. 

“And we've always had all those (outside) linebackers. This spring is going to 
be an important one, to find out who's playing behind us, who's going to step up 
and be ready to go.” 


HOLDING ON 

Nebraska led the nation, losing 25-of-49 fumbles last season, It should come as 
no surprise then that taking care of the ball will be a point of emphasis during 
spring practice. 

“One of the things we'll work on hard, which we worked on all season and 
didn’t get much done with, was the turnovers, fumbles, so we'll try to do what we 
can to correct that,” Coach Frank Solich said. 

“| think it’s a real tribute to last year’s team that they were able to overcome the 
number of turnovers we had and still win as they did. What we want to do is try to 
make it a little easier on ourselves, take better care of the football, and that will help 
us out both offensively as well as defensively.” 


GOOD-BYE CHARLIE 

For the first time in more than 20 years, Charlie McBride will not be on the side- 
line teaching, and occasionally intimidating, young defensive players. He'll be a 
spectator. 

Craig Bohl has assumed his responsibilities as defensive coordinator, and Jeff 
Jamrog has joined the staff to coach the defensive tackles. “Charlie’s been tremen- 
dous with this program in a lot of ways, and you just don’t replace a guy with that 
kind of experience,” said Solich. 

“But | think we've done the best we can in terms of bringing in Jeff.” 

The transition from McBride to Bohl has “come along well,” Solich said. 
“They've been meeting on the defensive side of the ball, as you might imagine, 
very hard since recruiting has been over. 

“| think the fit is good. Craig will do an excellent job as defensive coordinator.” 


WHAT A RUSH 

Nebraska's success running the ball against Tennessee in the Fiesta Bowl game 
reflected the development of an offensive line that lost two starters: Adam Julch 
and James Sherman. 

That's a positive going into the spring, according to Solich. 

“| think it’s in very good shape,” he said. “Probably we'll have not only more 
experience but we'll have more depth than we've had in the last couple of years. 
That depth, some of it, will be inexperienced players. But they'll be very talented 
players. So | think it’s a very good group. 

“| think they have confidence in themselves, and the front-line players are used 
to playing together. | think that can make a big difference for an offensive line.” 

The return of tackle Jason Schwab, who was granted an additional season by 
the NCAA, also will make a big difference. Schwab started every game in the 1998 
season. 


DEFINITELY OUT 

Four players have been ruled out of spring practice: rush ends Chris Kelsay, 
Justin Smith and Brandon Mooberry and defensive tackle Jeremy Slechta. All 
underwent off-season surgery, Kelsay for athletic pubalgia, Smith on a shoulder 
and Mooberry and Slechta for ACL injuries. 

“Those guys will definitely not go through spring ball,” said Solich. 
“Everyone else, to some degree, should have a chance to go through.” @ 
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Young runners will 
try to move past 
veterans Alexander, 
Buckhalter 


t’s been three seasons since 
the same I-back started 
every game for Nebraska. 

Ahman Green did it for 
the 1997 national champi- 
onship team. 

Each of the last two seasons, how- 
ever, three different I-backs have 
started for the Cornhuskers, and two 
of those three, Dan Alexander and 
Correll Buckhalter, return. That’s 
bad news for those behind them on 
the depth chart. There wouldn’t 
appear to be much opportunity at 
the position this spring. 

Nevertheless, several young I- 
backs will be trying to position 
themselves on the depth chart. And 
for the time being, at least, none of 
them has an interest in playing 
somewhere else. 

No players, anywhere, want to 
switch positions, according to Coach 
Frank Solich. 


“There’s not been much move- 
ment,” he said. “I have talked to 
some guys about whether they’re 
open to a move, but everybody 
wanted to basically start off where 
they’re at and see how it goes. 

“So there shouldn’t be a lot of 
early movement going on in spring 
ball. 

“Now there may come a point in 
time when, you know, we get 
halfway through and a guy’s not 
moving up the depth chart. He may 
want to take a look at another posi- 
tion then. 

“That could happen. But as of 
right now, everything is as you see 
ets 

What you see at I-back are four 
scholarship players in addition to 
Alexander and Buckhalter, who 
combined to rush for 1,572 yards 
and 14 touchdowns on 245 carries 
last season. 

They’re followed by Dahrran 
Diedrick, the No. 3 I-back much of 
last season, as well as three fresh- 
men who are coming off redshirts: 
DeAntae Grixby, Josh Davis and 
Robin Miller. 

Add to that some walkons, 
among them freshman redshirt 
Chris Butler, and much-publicized 
junior college transfer Thunder 


“| have talked to some guys about 
whether they’re open to a move, but 
everybody wanted to basically start off 


where they're at and see how it goes.” 
— Frank Solich 


Collins, who will report in the fall, 
and you've got plenty. “No ques- 
tion, that’s a strong position for us, 
not only in quality but also in quan- 
tity,” said Solich. 

“But we've had similar situations 
before.” 

Nebraska can never have too 
many running backs. They’re an 
obvious necessity for a successful 
option offense, which exacts a signif- 
icant physical toll on those who 
carry the ball. 

Alexander has come back from 
two knee surgeries. Buckhalter has 
played through injuries during his 
three seasons. And Grixby’s debut 
has been delayed by knee and shoul- 
der problems. 

Grixby won’t be 100-percent 
healthy at the start of spring prac- 
tice. He “doesn’t have quite his 
speed and acceleration back yet,” 
Solich said two weeks before the 


Nebraska’s top three I-backs from last season return, in seniors-to- 
be Dan Alexander (left) and Correll Buckhalter (above) and sopho- 
more-to-be Dahrran Diedrick (right). They were the Huskers’ No. 2, 
3 and 4 rushers in 1999, behind quarterback Eric Crouch, who 
rushed for 889 yards and 16 touchdowns. 


Il-Backs At A Glance 


Att. Yds. 
Dan Alexander 134 865 
Correll Buckhalter 111 662 
Dahrran Diedrick 57 303 


beginning of drills. 

“But he’s about where we expect- 
ed him to be. He’s moving very 
well.” 

Grixby needs to move well in 
order to make an impression, some- 
thing he was doing before suffering 
a torn anterior cruciate ligament 
during a non-contact drill early last 
spring. 

Former Cornhusker defensive 
coordinator Charlie McBride identi- 
fied him as a pleasant surprise, just a 
day or two before he was sidelined 
by the injury to his right knee. 

You never know what might hap- 
pen, which is reason for optimism 
among the young I-backs. 

“They just need to do the best 
they can and see how it all plays out, 
knowing that it’s a position (at 
which) not everybody always stays 
healthy,” Solich said. “You certainly 
don’t get depressed. 


Ave. Ave. TD 
Play Game 

6.5 72.1 8 
6.0 60.2 6 
5.3 25.2 2 


“You just come out and play the 
best you can, see where it starts to 
fall.” 

Diedrick has a headstart on the 
others. He played in every game last 
season and rushing for 303 yards 
and two touchdowns on 57 carries, 
with a high of 99 yards against Iowa 
State. 

But everyone's credentials are in 
order. Miller’s running style has 
been compared to that of former 
Nebraska Heisman Trophy winner 
Mike Rozier, and Davis, the son of 
former Cornhusker Tony Davis, 
moved to I-back in the fall after 
beginning two-a-day practices as a 
wingback. 

Alexander has started 11 games, 
including nine last season, and 
Buckhalter, who played as a true 
freshman and has not been redshirt- 
ed, has eight career starts. They have 
proven themselves, so they will 


> 


probably run fewer plays than the 
young I-backs during spring scrim- 
mages. 

Originally, it appeared that 
Collins would be able to enroll full- 
time and participate in spring prac- 
tice, too. But because of NCAA rules 
regarding junior college transfers, he 
must wait until fall. 

He’s currently enrolled at 
Southeast Community College- 
Lincoln. 

When Collins joins the mix, 
Nebraska will have seven scholar- 
ship I-backs, assuming no one 
switches. “At some point, there may 
be a decision that has to be made, of 
course, if they’re dissatisfied with 
where they end up on the depth 
chart or how it’s starting to look for 
them,” said Solich. 

That probably won’t happen until 
after a couple of scrimmages. And 
maybe not even then. # 
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SPLIT END 
Lost: None 
Returning: Matt Davison, 
Wilson Thomas, Tom Beveridge 
Others: Scott Aguglia 
Remarks: Davison will use the 
spring to refocus on football 
after playing for the 
Cornhusker basketball team. 
The senior-to-be needs only 11 
pass receptions to move up to 
second on the school career 
list, behind Johnny Rodgers. He 
would have to catch 72 passes 
to surpass Rodgers. And “at 
Nebraska, that’s not going to 
happen,” he said. Thomas has 
untapped potential. He has yet 


to catch a pass as a 
Cornhusker. 
TIGHT END 


Lost: *T. J. DeBates, Damien 
Bauman 

Returning: Tracey Wistrom, 
*Aaron Golliday, Jon Bowling 
Others: Jake McKee 

Redshirt: Trevor Johnson 
Remarks: There are enough tal- 
ented tight ends, even without 
the addition of scholarship 
recruit Chris Septak in the fall, 
that there has been talk of try- 
ing someone at another posi- 
tion. That might happen, 
though Ron Brown, like any 
other position coach, might be 
hesitant to give up anyone. 
Besides, the Cornhuskers often 
use alignments requiring two 
tight ends, which is how they 
opened the bowl game. 


TACKLE 

Lost: *Adam Julch ‘ 
Returning: *Dave Volk, Kyle 
Kollmorgen 1] 
Others: Jason Schwab, Nate. 
Kolterman 

Redshirts: Dan Waldrop, Chris 
Loos : 

Remarks: The loss of Julch is 

offset, to some extent, by the 

return of Schwab, who was 

granted a sixth season by the 

NCAA. Schwab, a starter in 

1998, also provides an emotion- 

al boost. There is considerable 

interest in the young tackles, 

particularly Waldrop, who 

weighed in at well over 300 

pounds. Kolterman has the size 

and attitude to play, but injury 

problems have hampered his 

development. 


18 APRIL 2000 


GUARD 
Lost: *James Sherman 
Returning: *Russ Hochstein, 
Toniu Fonoti, Jon Rutherford, 
Steve Altstadt 
Redshirts: Jon Dawson, Wes 
Cody, Tim Green 
Remarks: Barring something 
unforeseen, Hochstein and 
Fonoti would appear to have 
the starting jobs locked up. 
Both should be candidates for 
post-season honors in 2000. 
With a season’s experience, 
Fonoti is ready to blossom, if 
that’s an appropriate metaphor 
for someone who stands 6-foot- 
4 and weighs 330 pounds. The 
affable Hochstein is among the 
team’s leaders. 


CENTER 
Lost: Matt Baldwin 
Returning: *Dominic Raiola 
Others: John Garrison, Matt 
Shook 
Remarks: Raiola is among three 
Cornhusker linemen who might 
well be promoted as an Outland 
Trophy candidate. The others 
are Hochstein and Fonoti, 
though he’s probably a season 
or two away. Raiola isn’t overly 
large as offensive linemen go 
these days but he makes up for 
his size with emotion, which 
he’s learning to control. 
Garrison is the deep-snapper. 
Shook is coming off an injury. 


QUARTERBACK 
Lost: Jeff Perino 
Returning: *Eric Crouch 
Others: Joe Chrisman 
Redshirt: Jammal Lord 
Remarks: There’s no suspense 
at this position. Crouch is the 
man. He’ll be the man in the 
green pullover, following 
surgery on his right shoulder. 
This is an important spring for 
Lord. The back-up job is his for 
the taking. He has shown an 
ability to run. Now he needs to 
improve as a passer. Brett 
Lindstrom, a walkon from 
Omaha (Millard West), will join 
Chrisman as a back-up quarter- 
back during the spring. 


‘L-BACK 
Lost: None 


Returning: *Dan Alexander, 
Correll Buckhalter, Dahrran 
Diedrick 


Redshirts: DeAntae Grixby, 
Josh Davis, Robin Miller 
Remarks: The top three I-backs 
— Alexander, Buckhalter and 
Diedrick — return, so there 
shouldn't be much suspense 
regarding this all-important 
position. Obviously, holding 
onto the ball will be a point of 
emphasis. Solich hasn't dis- 
missed the possibility of mov- 
ing an I-back to another posi- 
tion. Much-publicized junior 
college transfer Thunder Collins 
won't able to play in the spring 
as originally thought. 


FULLBACK 
Lost: Ben Kingston 
Returning: *Willie Miller, Tyrone 
Uhlir 
Redshirt: Judd Davies 
Remarks: During fall camp it 
appeared Davies might avoid 
sitting out as a redshirt and be 
Miller’s back-up. But he was 
able to preserve a season of eli- 
gibility. He’Il compete with 
Uhlir in the spring for playing 
time behind Miller, who will use 
the time to continue to develop 
as a blocker. 


WINGBACK 
Lost: Sean Applegate, Frankie 
London 
Returning: Bobby Newcombe, 
John Gibson, *Troy Hassebroek 
Others: Ben Cornelson 
Remarks: Solich planned to use 
Newcombe at I-back in the 
Fiesta Bowl but the opportunity 
never arose. Among the things 
likely to be worked on are addi- 
tional ways of getting the ball 
into Newcombe’s capable 
hands. Despite his presence, 
there is ample opportunity at 
the position because of the way 
in which wingbacks are used. 
Hassebroek, a surprise starter 
in the bowl game, provides size. 


| 

PLACE-KICKER 
Lost: None 
Returning: *Josh Brown 
Remarks: The recruitment of 
Sandro DeAngelis might make 
Solich less hesitant to allow the 
athletic Brown to try playing a 
position, probably wingback. 
Brown has shown an interest in 
doing so, and obviously, the 
spring would be the right time 
for such an experiment. 


RUSH END 
Lost: *Aaron Wills 
Returning: *Kyle Vanden 
Bosch, Chris Kelsay, Demoine 
Adams, Justin Smith, J. P. 
Wichmann 
Others: Brandon Mooberry, 
Matt Grummert 
Redshirt: Phil Peetz 
Remarks: Kelsay is the likely 
successor to Aaron Wills as the 
starter on the left side, while 
Vanden Bosch, who blocked a 
school-record three field goals 
last season, is a fixture on the 
right. Coach Nelson Barnes 
will be looking for at least two 
players to establish themselves 
as reliable back-ups in the 
spring. Adams and Smith are 
the most experienced of those 
who are ready and eager to 
become regulars. 


TACKLE 
Lost: *Steve Warren 
Returning: *Loran Kaiser, 
Jason Lohr, Matt McGinn, Jon 
Clanton, Casey Nelson 
Others: Jeremy Slechta 
Redshirts: Ryon Bingham, 
Patrick Kabongo, Tamota 
Tagoa’i 
Remarks: Kaiser, who has 
emerged as a team leader dur- 
ing winter conditioning, will be 
a candidate for post-season 
honors. With him, Lohr and a 
healthy Slechta returning and 
with four scholarship freshmen 
coming off redshirt seasons, 
competition for a spot in the 
rotation should be spirited. 
Bingham was nearly pulled out 
of his redshirt when Slechta 
was sidelined by a knee injury 
in October. Another newcomer 
to the position in the spring is 
Coach Jeff Jamrog. 


STRONGSIDE LINEBACKER 
Lost: *Tony Ortiz, Brian Shaw 
Returning: None 
Others: Scott Shanle, Rod 
Baker 
Remarks: As if new defensive 
coordinator Craig Bohl, who is 
also the linebackers coach, 
didn’t have enough responsibil- 
ity already, he must identify 
the successors to Ortiz and 
Shaw. Shanle played enough, 
primarily on special teams, to 


letter as a redshirted freshman. 
The walkon from St. Edward, 
Neb., has earned a scholarship, 
as well as praise from his 
teammates, including Shaw. 


MIDDLE LINEBACKER 
Lost: None 
Returning: *Carlos Polk, Jamie 
Burrow 
Others: Shaun Coleman, Tony 
Tata 
Remarks: Polk missed winter 
conditioning because of ankle 
surgery, which served to make 
him more eager for his final 
spring of practice. “They can’t 
hold me out of that, too,” he 
said, noting that the ankle 
problem “took a step or two 
out of my pursuit” last season. 
Coleman, a member of last 
year’s scholarship recruiting 
class, didn’t enroll full-time 
until second semester and is a 
freshman in eligibility. 


WEAKSIDE LINEBACKER 
Lost: Eric Johnson, *Julius 
Jackson 
Returning: Mark Vedral 
Others: Randy Stella 
Redshirt: Blanchard Johnson 
Remarks: The starting job is up 
for grabs with the departure of 
Johnson and Jackson, who had 
an exceptional senior season. 
Stella, among the team’s best 
athletes, has been considered a 
star of the future since last 
spring, and it would seem that 
the future is now. He and 
Vedral saw most of their action 
on special teams last fall, while 
Johnson distinguished himself 
on the scout squad. 


CORNERBACK 
Lost: *Ralph Brown 
Returning: *Keyuo Craver, 
DeJuan Groce, Jeff Hemje 
Others: Erwin Swiney, Dwayne 
McClary, Josh Anderson 
Remarks: Brown’s departure 
leaves a significant void. 
However, Swiney, a two-year 
starter, returns after being 
sidelined by an abdominal 
injury. Craver is an emerging 
star. Even with Craver and a 
healthy Swiney, there is ample 
opportunity at the position. Pat 
Ricketts, a walkon from Omaha 


(Millard North), came close to 
avoiding a redshirt as a fresh- 
man last season and will figure 
in the mix. 


SAFETY 
Lost: *Mike Brown, Gregg List 
Returning: *Dion Booker, Clint 
Finley, Joe Walker 
Others: Mike Demps, Taylor 
Gehman, Wes Woodward, Troy 
Watchorn, Aaron Terpening 
Redshirt: Rob Blomeier 
Remarks: Brown led the team 
in tackles his final three sea- 
sons at rover. Finley, who has 
started at free safety, could get 
a look on the strongside in the 
spring, along with Walker, a 
starter at nickel back. The 
spring will provide Booker, 
who emerged last season, with 
a chance for more experience 
at free safety. Demps, Gehman 
and Blomeier all were ham- 
pered by injury problems in 
1999. 


PUNTER 

Lost: None 

Returning: *Dan Hadenfeldt 
Remarks: The question mark 
after punting and kickoffs was 
erased in late February when 
Hadenfeldt was granted a sixth 
season by the NCAA. He set a 
school single-season record by 
averaging 44.98 yards per punt 
to rank fourth nationally, but 
only second in the Big 12 — to 
Texas A&M's Shane Lechler. 


NOTES 
— Players listed as “return- » 
ing” were included on the ~ 
Fiesta Bowl depth chart. 
Those listed as “others” 
have earned letters. The red- 
shirts listed are scholarship 
recruits only. 
— Players with asterisks (*) 
started the Fiesta Bowl 
game. 
— Players listed in boldface 
will miss spring practice 
because of injuries. 
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He's Ready 
to Become 
a Blackshirt 


Scott Shanle played in every 
game as a redshirt fresh- 
man in 1999, mostly as an 
up-front blocker on the 
Husker punt return team. 
The St. Edward, Neb., prod- 
uct was credited with one 


Former eight-man player, 
Husker walk-on Shanle 
ready to contribute 
at strongside linebacker 


ome days Scott Shanle sim- 
ply couldn’t cover Sheldon 
Jackson in practice. It 
wasn’t for lack of effort. 
Shanle gave it every- 
thing he had. But he couldn’t handle 
the big tight end. 

“It would get discouraging,” 
Shanle said, recalling his first season 
at Nebraska. He was on the scout 
team, and to make matters worse, 
Jackson talked trash, needling him 
mercilessly when he failed. 

“Tf he beat me, he let me know 
about it,” said Shanle. 

“After I got to know Sheldon, it 
didn’t bother me as much. But there 
were times...” 

That was the fall before last. 
Shanle was a walk-on from an eight- 
man program at St. Edward, Neb., 
High School. Jackson was a senior, 
who would earn first-team all-confer- 
ence honors. 

The mismatch was understand- 
able, and at times discouraging. 

“To be honest, it (the redshirt sea- 
son) got a little bit long,” Shanle said. 
“But I don’t know if I would be the 
football player I am now (without it). 
I think that first year helped me 


tackle. 


adjust to the speed more than any- 
thing, getting to go against guys like 
(Joel) Makovicka and covering 
Sheldon every day. 

“Just going against that caliber of 
athletes day after day helped me 
more than anything. 

“I had my ups and downs, but I 
think it helped me going into last 
spring.” 

Shanle, a strongside linebacker, 
played well enough last spring to 
earn a gold practice jersey for his sec- 
ond season as a Cornhusker. That 
was his goal, getting the gold jersey. 

Now, his goal is to become a 
Blackshirt. And he'll set about doing 
that this spring, even though the cov- 
eted black practice jerseys won’t be 
distributed until the fall. 

“T want to have a Blackshirt for my 
last three years,” he said. 

The goal is realistic for Shanle, 
who was put on scholarship this 
semester. He is the Cornhuskers’ 
most experienced strongside line- 
backer, even though he didn’t play 
much last season. 

He earned a letter, mostly for his 
play on the punt coverage team. “I 
got in maybe seven games (at line- 


backer), blowout games, a few plays,” 
he said. “But even a few plays make a 
difference because you get to see 
something. You get to experience 
what it’s going to look like a little bit.” 

Shanle had no illusions about play- 
ing more than he did because he was 
a backup to seniors Tony Ortiz and 
Brian Shaw, who alternated at strong- 
side linebacker for three seasons. 

But Ortiz and Shaw have complet- 
ed their eligibility. And competition 
to replace them will be wide-open 
this spring. Shanle and Rod Baker are 
the only lettermen at the position. 

Baker, a senior-to-be, is a walk-on 
from Hastings, Neb. 

“Rod and I, we've gotten pretty 
close this last year,” said Shanle. “We 
help each other out. If we have ques- 
tions, we ask each other: ‘Hey, what 
do you do in this defense? What if 
they do this?’ 

“We have to pick up the defense 
and teach the younger guys, so 
there’s a lot of pressure there and 
there’s a lot of pressure to show your 
teammates that even though you lost 
two three-year starters, there’s not 
going to be a drop-off, that you're 
going to make big plays when the 


time comes.” 


Shanle, a sprinter in high school, 
has shown the ability to make big 
plays. He has developed quickly, as 
the scholarship indicates, despite his 
background in eight-man football. 

That was his concern when his 
family moved from Pierce, Neb., to St. 
Edward before his eighth-grade year. 
He was resistant to the move, but not 
necessarily for the typical reasons. 

“The stupid thing was, I told my 
mom I didn’t want to move and the 
first reason I told her was: ‘They’re 
too small of a school. I don’t want to 
play eight-man football,’ “ Shanle 
said. 

“She didn’t think that was a good 
reason not to move. I thought I’d 
never get a scholarship offer if I 
didn’t play 11-man football in Class 
B, at Pierce. That’s what I was wor- 
ried about most.” 

When he was an eighth-grader in 
St. Edward, he practiced with the 
high school team then had his mom 
drive him to Columbus so he could 
practice with a jaycee-sponsored team 
there. 

He also attended Nebraska foot- 
ball camp the summer before his 


senior year. 

Former Cornhusker Coach Tom 
Osborne talked to him about walking 
on and earning a scholarship. A year 
later, with Frank Solich succeeding 
Osborne as head coach, that’s what 
Shanle did. 

Other schools, among them Kansas 
State, Kansas and Iowa State, contact- 
ed him. But when he told them he 
was considering walking on at 
Nebraska, they quickly lost interest. 

In retrospect, he might have gotten 
a scholarship offer if he had kept his 
plans to himself. 

“Sometimes I think that hurt. But I 
have a scholarship now, and a chance 
of getting some playing time and 
doing some things, so I’m glad I 
made the decision that I did,” said 
Shanle. 

Last spring was important because 
it was a chance display his skills after 
the season of playing on the scout 
team, during which he was often frus- 
trated but never discouraged. 

“Almost everybody goes through 
it,” he said of the experience. 

Based on the advice of older play- 
ers, he focused on spring practice 
because “spring ball is when you can 


show the coaches what you have,” he 
said. “That's what kept me optimistic. 

“T was anxious for that first spring 
because I wanted to show what I 
could do.” 

This spring is even more impor- 
tant because “there’s a lot of opportu- 
nity,” he said. 

“I have to go into spring ball with 
that kind of mindset and prove to the 
coaches and my teammates that the 
position is secure, that they don’t 
have to have any worries about it.” 

He feels the pressure, but in a pos- 
itive way. And he’s not alone in that. 
Back-up players also will have to step 
up at weakside linebacker, following 
the losses of Eric Johnson and Julius 
Jackson. “Some of us guys have to 
take on the roles that Tony, Brian, 
Eric and Julius had,” Shanle said. 

“We have to pick up the defense.” 

Late last season, Shaw was asked 
about those who would replace him 
and Ortiz. 

“There are a lot of us leaving,” 
Shaw said. “It will be interesting.” 

But, he quickly added, he expected 
Shanle and Baker to figure in the mix. 

“They’re good players,” he said. 
“They'll be fine.” i 
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2000 Nebraska Spring Roster 


No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr. Hometown (school) | 67 Kolterman, Nate of 6-3 310 So. Seward, Neb. 

98 *Adams, Demoine LR 6-2 225 So. Pine Bluff, Ark. | 18 Larson, Kyle 6-0 220 Fr. Funk, Neb. (Kearney) 

17 *Aguglia, Scott SE 6-2 205 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) | 92 Liley, Tim ae 6-2 195 Fr. Lakewood, Colo. (Mullen) 
40 Albertson, Matt IB 5-10 195 So. North Platte, Neb. Limbaugh, Jack OT 6-4 280 Fr. Algona, lowa 

38 ***Alexander,Dan IB 6-0 245 Sr. Wentzville, Mo. 28 Lindstrom, Brett QB 6-0 170 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard W.) 
64 *Altstadt, Steve OG 6-5 280 Jr. Fort Calhoun, Neb. 70 “*Lohr, Jason NT 6-2 280 Jr. Tulsa, Okla. (Jenks) 

28 **Anderson, Josh RCB 5-8 175 Sr. Wahoo, Neb. 10 Long, Chace PK 6-1 195 Sr. Wahoo, Neb. 

41 “Baker, Rod SLB 6-0 220 Sr. Hastings, Neb. (Adams Cent.) | 71 Loos, Chris OT 6-3 320 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
88 Bender, Jeremy WB 5-11 185 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 10 Lord, Jammal QB 6-2 195 Fr. Bayonne, N.J. 

20 **Beveridge, Tom SE 6-0 195 Sr. Sutherland, Neb. 54 Makris, Mike MLB 6-1 235 Fr. Rhinelander, Wis. 

59 Bingham, Ryon NT 6-3 270 Fr. Sandy, Utah (Alta) | 94 Manning, Stephen DT 6-1 235 Fr. Knoxville, Tenn. (Bearden) 
15 Blomeier, Rob FS 5-11 190 Fr. Lititz, Pa. (Manheim Town.) | 33 *McClary, Dwayne LCB 5-10 190 Sr. Rochester, N.Y. (East/Erie CC) 

4 Boettner, Mic ROV 6-0 200 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard N.) 71 *McGinn, Matt DT 6-1 280 Jr. Anselmo, Neb. (Anselmo-Merna) 
14 **Booker, Dion FS 6-1 205 Jr. Oceanside, Calif. (El Camino) | 33 McGowan, Luke WB 5-11 165 Fr. Schuyler, Neb. 

84 “Bowling, Jon TE 6-3 240 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) | 90 **McKee, Jake TE 6-2 230 Sr. Goodland, Kan. 


26 *Brown, Josh PK 6-2 185 So. Foyil, Okla. | 20 Miller, Robin IB 5-11 225 Fr. Kent, Wash. (Kent-Meridian) 
49 Bryan, Brad SLB 6-1 205 Fr. Norman, Okla. (North) fee Miller, Tim WLB 6-1 195 Fr. Elmwood, Neb. (Elm.-Murdock) 
36 ***Buckhalter, CorrellIB 6-0 225 Sr. Collins, Miss. 15 ***Miller, Willie FB 6-1 245 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Bellevue W.) 
39 Buller, Chad IB 6-0 200 Fr. Henderson, Neb. (Heartiand) | 93 *Mooberry, BrandonLR 6-5 245 Sr. Lexington, Neb. 

48 “Burrow, Jamie MLB 6-1 235 Jr. Ames, lowa | 43 Murphy, John TE 6-3 260 Sr. Crawford, Neb. 

31 Butler, Chris IB 5-11 205 Fr. Hoover, Ala. | 35 Neal, Don RCB 5-6 150 Fr. Henrietta, N.Y. (Rush-Henrietta) 
11 *Chrisman, Joe QB 5-11 190 So. Longmont, Colo. | 62 Nelson, Brian OG 6-4 300 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard W.) 
55 *Clanton, Jon NT 6-2 290 So. Glendale, Ariz. (Centennial) 87 *Nelson, Casey DT 6-1 270 Jr. Newman Grove, Neb. 

59 Cody, Wes OG 6-2 285 So. Fremont, Neb. (Bergan) 12 ***Newcombe, Bobby WB 6-0 195 Sr. Albuquerque, N.M. (Highland) 


Coleman, Shaun MLB 6-4 240 Fr. Littleton, Colo. (Regis Jesuit) | 23 Ommert, Ryan SE 5-11 175 Fr. Cambridge, Neb. 
32 Cook, Kelly SE 6-1 190 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 78 Peetz, Phil LR 6-2 235 Fr. Elkhorn, Neb. 
86 Cornelsen, Ben WB 5-10 175 So. Shawnee, Kan. (Shaw. Mission NW)| 44 Penny, Jon SLB 6-1 225 Jr. Lawrence, Kan. 
52 Coyne, Jon MLB 6-4 220 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 63 Peterson, Chad DT 6-5 265 Fr. Elmwood, Neb. (Elm.-Murdock) 
3 “*Craver,Keyuo LCB 5-10 190 Jr. Harleton, Texas | 30 Pippens, Jerrell FS 6-2 180 Fr. Philadelphia, Pa. (West Cath.) 
7 **Crouch, Eric QB 6-1 195 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard N.) 42 Pitts, Kevin FB 6-0 230 Fr. Brookfield, Mo. 
91 Dabbert, Will TE 6-4 240 So. Lincoln, Neb. (East) 81 Plooster, Matt WB 5-11 175 Fr. Malcolm, Neb. (Mt. Michael) 
34 Davies, Judd FB 6-0 240 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (MillardN.) | 13 ***Polk, Carlos MLB 6-2 250 Sr. Rockford, Ill. (Guilford) 
24 Davis, Josh IB 5-11 195 Fr. Loveland, Colo. |54 **Raiola,Dominic C 6-2 295 Jr. Honolulu, Hawaii (St. Louis) 
3 “Davison, Matt SE 6-1 185 Sr. Tecumseh, Neb. | 31 Rauenzahn, Tyler LCB 5-9 200 So. Colo. Springs, Colo. (Rampart) 
74 Dawson, Jon OG 6-2 285 Fr. Cheyenne, Wyo. (Central) 46 Reese, Tim FB 6-1 244 Fr. Seattle, Wash. (O'Dea) 
2 Demps, Mike ROV 5-10 200 So. Fort Worth, Texas (Dunbar)| 6 Ricketts, Pat RCB 5-11 165 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard N.) 
30 *Diedrick, Dahrran IB 6-0 215 So. Scarborough,Ontario,Can. | 86 Ringenberg, Kyle RR 6-4 230 So. Elkhom, Neb. 
85 Estudillo, Chris RR 6-4 230 Fr. Ord, Neb. 66 “Rutherford, Jon OT 6-3 300 Jr. Midwest City, Okla. 
45 Evans, Marc FB 5-10 230 Fr. Donna, Texas 79 Saalfeld, Chris OG 6-3 280 Sr. North Bend, Neb. 
64 File, Lee LR 6-5 255 Fr. Beloit, Kan. 12 Safranek, Steve MLB 6-2 200 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Gross) 
19 ***Finley, Clint FS 6-0 205 Sr. Cuero, Texas | 411 Scholting, Carl ROV 6-0 200 Fr. Springfield, Neb. (Spr.-Platteview) 
38 Fischer, Eric FS 5-11 200 Sr. Leigh, Neb. 65 “*“Schwab, Jason OT 6-1 300 Sr. Eagan, Minn. (Cretin-Derham) 
77 *Fonoti, Toniu OG 6-4 330 So. Hauula, Hawaii (Kahuku) 43 *Shanle, Scott SLB 6-2 230 So. St. Edward, Neb. 
53 Fries, Gabe WLB 6-2 225 So. Benkelman, Neb. (Dundy Co.)! 53 Shook, Matt C 6-2 280 So. Medina, Ohio 
52 *Garrison, John C 6-4 270 So. Blue Springs, Mo. | 25 Siegel, Stuart WB 6-0 200 Fr. Grand Island, Neb. 


1 *Gehman, Taylor ROV 5-11 180 So. Omaha, Neb. (Northwest) | 56 **Slechta, Jeremy DT 6-6 290 Jr.  LaVista, Neb. (Papio-LaVista) 


8 **Gibson, John WB 6-0 185 Sr. Papillion, Neb. (Papio-LaVista) | 92 *Smith, Justin LR 6-4 250 So. Sherman, Texas 


99 *Golliday, Aaron TE 6-4 270 So. York, Neb. / 40 Smith, Luke MLB 6-1 230 So. York, Neb. 

49 Gragert, Nick FB 5-11 220 Jr. Columbus, Neb. 95 Steenson,Sean TE 6-7 235 Fr. Council Bluffs, lowa (Abe Lincoln) 
75 Green, Tim OT 6-4 320 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 34 *Stella, Randy WLB6-0 210 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Benson) 

6 Grixby,DeAntae IB 5-8 200 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Central) 76 Swantek, Dan OG 6-1 280 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Gross) 

5 ‘Groce, DeJuan RCB 5-10 190 So. Garfield Hghts, Ohio (St. Edward) 16 **Swiney, Erwin RCB 6-0 185 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 
97 “Grummert, Matt RR 6-2 235 Sr. Fairbury, Neb. 92 Tagoa’i, Junior NT 6-2 300 Fr. Hauula, Hawaii (St. Louis) 


14 Guse, Kevin LCB 6-1 170 Fr. Longmont, Colo. | 90 Tata, Tony MLB 6-1 240 So. Honolulu, Hawaii (St. Louis) 
83 Gutz, Seth SE 6-1 190 Sr. Columbus, Neb. “Terpening, Aaron ROV 5-11 185 So. North Salem, Ore. 

62 Gwennap, Andy OG 6-2 275 So. Smith Center, Kan. 9 *Thomas, Wilson SE 6-5 210 So. Omaha, Neb. (North) 

17 **Hadenfeldt, Dan P 5-11 195 Sr. Des Moines, lowa (Valley) | 47 Thorne, Fred SE 5-10 175 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
73 Hale, Brian OG 6-4 285 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Gross) | 35 *Uhlir, Tyrone FB 6-0 230 Jr. Battle Creek, Neb. 

45 Hamik, Brad FS 6-0 185 Sr. Hawarden, lowa (W. Sioux) | 83 ***Vanden Bosch, Kyle RR 6-4 270 Sr. Larchwood, lowa (W. Lyon) 
89 *Hassebroek, Troy WB 6-4 210 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln High) 9 **Vedral, Mark WLB 5-11 210 Jr. Gregory, S.D. 

18 **Henje, Jeff LCB 6-0 185 Jr. Grand Island, Neb. 72 Volk, Cody OT 6-7 285 Fr. Norfolk, Neb. (Battle Creek) 
55 ***Hochstein, Russ OG 6-4 290 Sr. Hartington, Neb. (Cedar Cath.) | 58 **Volk, Dave OT 6-5 300 Jr. Battle Creek, Neb. 

51 Hoke, Anthony SLB 6-1 195 Fr. Lyndon, Kan. 68 Waldrop, Dan OT 6-5 335 Fr. Wilmington, Calif. (Banning) 
24 Ickes, Matt RCB 5-10 205 Jr. Page, Neb. (Orchard) | 25 ***Walker, Joe ROV 5-10195 Sr. Arlington, Texas (Arl.-Lamar) 
41 Johnson, Blanchard WLB 6-0 200 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (C.B. St. Albert) Wanish, Brian NT 6-4 280 Fr. Rhinelander, Wis. 

82 Johnson, Trevor TE 6-4 230 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) | 99 Warrior, Adrian LR 6-5 240 So. Bloomfield, Neb. (Cushing, Okla.) 
94 Kabongo, Patrick DT 6-6 310 Fr. Montreal, Quebec (Vanier Prep) | 42 **Watchorn, Troy ROV5-11 200 Sr. Columbus, Neb. 

91 ***Kaiser, Loran DT 6-4 295 Sr. Farwell, Neb. (St. Paul) 95 *Wichmann, J.P. LR 6-4 230 Jr. Shawnee, Kan.(Shaw.Mission NW) 
44 Kastl, Paul FB 5-10 220 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Pius X) 61 Wilford, Mike OG 6-3 310 So. Stevensville, Mich. (Lakeshore) 
57 *Kelsay, Chris LR 6-5 270 So. Auburn, Neb. 88 Wills, Colin RR 6-1 240 So. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 

19 Klem, John WB 6-0 200 So. Lincoln, Neb. (East) 27 Wingender, Andy FB 5-11 200 Fr. Elkhorn, Neb. (Mt. Michael) 
73 Koethe, Scott OT 6-5 320 So. Central City, Neb. 87 **Wistrom, Tracey TE 6-5 220 Jr. Webb City, Mo. 

75 **Kollmorgen, Kyle OT 6-5 295 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 20 **Woodward,Wes ROV5-8 190 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 
74 Kolowski, David C 6-4 285 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard W.) | “Indicates Letters Earned 


Traditional Powerhouse... 


Gearing up for the new season. 


New name. New address: Same dedication. 


Security Financial Life, formerly Security Mutual Life, opens the spring 
season with a new company name and a new home office in south Lincoln. 


Financial Life Insurance Co. 402-434-9500 ¢ P.O. Box 82248 ¢ Lincoln, NE 68501 .* Wwww.secmut.com 


Misty’s selects only the top 10% of all Prime Choice 
beef to serve its customers... 
which puts us in a class by ourselves 


Misty’s has been chosen by Sterling 
Silver as the only restaurant in 
Nebraska that maintains such high 
standards of beef selection. Our 
quality is backed with a full guarantee 
of satisfaction in every juicy bite. 


¢ Ask about our gift steak boxes for the holidays or special occasions. 
¢ 34 year tradition serving Husker fans. 

¢ Official caterer of Huskers Illustrated, Nebraska women’s volleyball and Nebraska men’s basketball. 
* Recognized in magazines such as Bon Appetit. 


Try our Misty’s fine seasonings in B-BQ, gourmet peppercorn, and all purpose. 
Ask your local grocer or call us at 402-466-8424 
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The Nee Record 


Year 
1986-87 
1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90 
1990-91 
1991-92 
1992-93 
1993-94 
1994-95 
1995-96 
1996-97 
1997-98 
1998-99 
1999-2000 
Totals 


24 APRIL 2000 


Overall Conference 


W-L 

21-12 
13-18 
17-16 
10-18 
26-8 

19-10 
20-11 
20-10 
18-14 
21-14 
18-15 
20-12 
20-13 
11-19 


W-L (Place) 
7-7 (5th) 
4-10 (T6th) 
4-10 (7th) 
3-11 (7th) 
9-5 (3rd) 
7-7 (5th) 
8-6 (T2nd) 
7-7 (4th) 
4-10 (7th) 
4-10 (7th) 
7-9 (7th) 
10-6 (4th) 
10-6 (5th) 
4-12 (T8th) 


254-190 88-116 


Postseason 
NIT (4-1) 
None 

NIT (1-1) 
None 

NCAA (0-1) 
NCAA (0-1) 
NCAA (0-1) 
NCAA (0-1) 
NIT (1-1) 
NIT (5-0) 
NIT (2-1) 
NCAA (0-1) 
NIT (1-1) 
None 
14-10/11 app. 


Danny Nee leaves as the winningest coach in Nebraska 
history. Nee is pictured during his final season (left), early 
in his career (right) and during one of his finest hours, 
when the Huskers won the 1996 NIT title (above). 


Byrne says hiring replacement 
will be expensive 


: g he Danny Nee era of Nebraska men’s basketball 
—_ .-§ officially ended four days after the 


Cornhuskers’ 63-55 loss against Baylor in the 
first round of the Big 12 Tournament. 

At a hastily called news conference in the South 
Stadium varsity lounge, Athletic Director Bill Byrne 
made the announcement, which surprised few, if any, 
who attended. 

Byrne was succinct. “I’m here to inform you that | 
am not extending Coach Danny Nee’s contract to coach 
the men’s basketball team at the University of 
Nebraska,” he said. 

“And under the terms of his contract, his employ- 
ment will be terminated effective March 31, 2000. We 
will begin a nation-wide search for a new coach imme- 
diately.” 

Byrne then answered questions about Nee’s dis- 
missal after 14 seasons. 

Not surprisingly, Nee elected not to attend the news 
conference. 

Nee had just over three years remaining on his con- 
tract, for which he will be compensated. “Under the 
terms of his contract, ‘liquidated damages’ will be 
approximately $400,000,” Byrne said. 

Hiring a replacement will be “expensive,” he said. 


Byrne declined to be more specific. “I'd really 
hate to get into that because I’m not going to 
negotiate personnel matters in the newspaper, 
particularly salaries,” he said. 

Byrne said he had a “short list” of possible 
candidates to replace Nee. “As you can imagine, I 
have to keep a list of coaches that I might be 
interested in, in all sports. Part of my job is to 
evaluate coaches across the nation, and I have 
been doing that not only in basketball but a num- 
ber of other sports. 

“I know a lot of good coaches who are out 
there.” 

Those whose teams are playing in post-season 
tournaments would not be contacted until after 
their seasons are finished, said Byrne. “I have not 
contacted any athletic director in the country to 
ask permission to talk to their coach, and as long 
as that team is competing, I will not contact the 
coach. 

“The last thing you want to do, and I would 
not want it to happen to me, would be to have 
someone disrupt your season by going and raid- 
ing your coach. So I will certainly honor the rules 
of the road, as we'd say in athletics, and I will not 
contact any coach until after their season is over.” 

Byrne said he had high expectations for the 
program and its new coach, noting: “I think it’s 
not unreasonable for us to be a team that can 
compete year in and year out. I'd like us to be in 
the NCAA Tournament on a regular basis. And 
I'd like us to do well there.” 

Nebraska has made six trips in its history to 
the NCAA Tournament, five of them under Nee. 
The Cornhuskers have yet to win an NCAA 
Tournament game, however. 

Byrne said Nee’s termination was the result of 
“an accumulation of things. It’s not just one inci- 
dent. It’s not just one game. There are a variety of 
things that go into determining whether or not 
you want to have someone continuing to head up 
a program within your department.” 

Despite his dismissal, “Danny Nee is a stand- 
up, first-rate person,” said Byrne. 

“We had a very cordial, business-like discus- 
sion. He’s a fine man.” 

But he is no longer the coach at Nebraska. @ 


Coach acknowledges fate after team 
bows out of Big 12 Tournament 


ith just over 30 seconds remaining in the opening game 

of the Big 12 men’s basketball tournament, a deter- 

mined Cary Cochran drove toward the free throw line. 

Even though Nebraska trailed 60-52, Cochran refused 
to accept the inevitable, holding out hope, trying in vain to out-run 
the clock. 

In his hopeless haste, the Cornhuskers’ sophomore guard lost his 
balance, and the ball. 

It was embarrassing, no doubt, but nothing more. 

Though the play had no effect on the outcome — Nebraska, the 
tournament's No. 8 seed, was upset by Baylor, the No. 9 seed, 63-55 — 
it characterized the Cornhuskers’ final game, and their season. 

They were off-balance almost from the beginning, falling short of 
expectations. 

Their 19 losses in 30 games equaled the most in school history, and 
sealed the fate of Danny Nee, whose 14-year career as Nebraska’s 
head coach came to an end the next week. 

Although the official announcement was delayed until he returned 
to Lincoln and met with Athletic Director Bill Byrne, Nee publicly 
acknowledged his fate at Kemper Arena in Kansas City. 

Nick Joos, Nebraska’s director of basketball operations and color 
analyst for radio broadcasts, tried to end Nee’s post-game show on an 
optimistic note, suggesting that with the return of Cookie Belcher and 
the addition of redshirts Brian Conklin and John Robinson, the pro- 
gram could get well quickly. 

“T don’t think there’s any more chances,” Nee replied. “I think it’s 
over, Nick.” 

Nee later told the Lincoln Journal Star that he had known of his fate 
“for months.” 

In the final days of the season neither Nee nor Byrne would articu- 
late what was apparent to everyone, that Nee would not return to 
coach a team he had predicted would be nationally ranked. 

But there was ample speculation, prompting an injudicious 
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Notes And Quotes From The Basketball World 


CONSIDERABLE CROWD 
The Nebraska women’s basketball team attracted a record crowd of 13,226 to 
the Devaney Sports Center for its final home game of the season in late February. 
The crowd, which was boosted to the record level by a ticket giveaway spon- 
sored by State Farm Insurance, watched the Huskers defeat Kansas State 65-56 
and said good-bye two four seniors playing their last home game: Nicole Kubik, 
Charlie Rogers, Brook Schwartz and Cisco Gilmore. “They‘re four great kids, 
besides being good basketball players,” Nebraska 
Coach Paul Sanderford said. 
The previous Sports Center attendance record was 
13,135, set against lowa State last season. 


MOVING ON UP 

Nicole Kubik was surprised by being selected 
to the All-Big 12 first team in a vote of the confer- 
ence coaches. 

“| think | must have played better than | per- 
sonally thought | did this season,” the senior from 
Cambridge, Neb., told the Lincoln Journal Star 
after being named to the team. 

She joined conference player of the year 
Phylesha Whaley of Oklahoma, Edwina Brown of 
Texas, Stacy Frese of lowa State and Lynn Pride of 
Kansas on the coaches’ first team. 

Kubik was a second-team selection last season - 
and a third-team pick as a sophomore. = = —_ 

The Huskers’ Brooke Schwartz, also a senior, Nicole Kubik is Nebraska’s 
received all-conference honorable mention. career steals leader. 


FFRIEND HONORED 

Junior center Kimani Ffriend earned second-team All-Big 12 honors from the 
Associated Press. The junior college transfer from Kingston, Jamaica, also was 
named to the Big 12 All-Newcomer team, selected in a vote of sports writers who 
regularly cover the conference. 

The AP first team included: Marcus Fizer and Jamaal Tinsley of lowa State, 
Eduardo Najera of Oklahoma, Desmond Mason of Oklahoma State and Chris 
Mihm of Texas. 

Ffriend was joined on the AP second team by Jaquay Walls of Colorado, 
Gabe Muoneke of Texas, Keyon Dooling of Missouri and Rayford Young of Texas 
Tech. 

“| was really pleased,” Nebraska Coach Danny Nee said of Ffriend’s being 
selected. “| think it’s a great compliment to him. I’m really happy for him. | just 
think his best basketball is ahead of him. He was very raw. | think he’s getting 
better . . . because of his work ethic, his attitude. 

“| think he just does a real solid job.” 

Ffriend said he was surprised by the recognition. “To tell you the truth, | 
wasn’t familiar with that type of stuff, so it came as a big surprise to me when | 
saw it in the school newspaper. 

“People were coming up to me and they were congratulating me. They were 
telling me that it was a big honor being one of the top 10 players in the league. 
So it’s pretty good. I'm humbled by it.” 


BRIEFLY NOTED 

— Huskers Charlie Rogers, a senior from South Sioux City, Neb., and Jennifer 
Jaracz, a sophomore from Crestwood, Ky., were named to the 2000 Women’s 
Basketball Academic All-Big 12 team. 

Rogers received special mention for having a 4.0 grade-point average in ele- 
mentary education. 

— Amanda Cleveland, who was diagnosed with aplastic anemia when she 
was a freshman in 1997-98, will return to the Husker women’s basketball team 
next season, according to Coach Paul Sanderford, who told the Omaha World- 
Herald: “We're counting on her. I’m telling you, the kid can play.” 

However, “mentally and physically, getting back into it is going to take some 
work,” he said. 

Cleveland is a 6-foot-2 forward. 


response by Nee to a group of boost- 
ers in Omaha. He was quoted by the 
Omaha World-Herald as saying: “I’m 
not quitting. I’m not even thinking 
about giving up. So all you sons of 
bitches who want me out of here, I’m 
not leaving.” 

Nee’s presumed attempt at levity 
had the opposite effect, further aggra- 
vating the situation. The World- 
Herald, his most aggressive critic, 
characterized him as being defiant. 

During a pre-Big 12 Tournament 
news conference in Lincoln, however, 
Nee was far from defiant. “Just an up- 
date because I know you want to ask 
me and I want to be fair to everyone,” 
he said of his job status. “I’m going to 
finish out the season as professionally 
as I can. 

“I’ve had 14 years of great basket- 
ball here. I love it. I have a passion for 
it. I’ve enjoyed every moment of it, 
you know what I mean? And I’m not 
being defiant or anything. 

“This is what I do. I coach basket- 
ball and I’m with my family. I’m 
doing nothing else. I’ve done it that 
way for 14 years. If my situation hap- 
pens to change, that’s fine too. I mean, 
I’m a big boy. It’s just part of the busi- 
ness. But I think at this point I would 
like to finish off, show a little class.” 

At the ill-fated Omaha booster club 
meeting, Nee distributed a list of his 
coaching accomplishments at 
Nebraska, trying to defend himself 
and his record when it was obvious no 
one else would. 

His 254 victories are the most by 
any Cornhusker coach, exceeding the 
late Joe Cipriano’s total by one. 
Victory No. 254 came in the final 
home game against Colorado, 69-64. 

Nee coached Nebraska to seven of 
its 11 20-win seasons all-time, and 
took the Cornhuskers to the NCAA 
Tournament five times, including four 
in a row in the early 1990s. But, his 
critics were quick to point out, he 
never coached Nebraska to an NCAA 
Tournament victory. 

During his tenure, the Cornhuskers 
won the Big Eight Tournament (1994) 
and the National Invitation 
Tournament (1996). And they had the 
best record (26-8) and the highest 
national rankings in school history at 
the end of the 1990-91 season — No. 9 
by the coaches, No. 11 by the 
Associated Press. 

According to Nee’s detractors, 
those accomplishments were offset, to 
some degree, by a player boycott in 
1996 and an attempt to become the 
head coach at Rutgers in 1997. 

Nee thought he had the job and 
openly discussed it, claiming he and 


his family had never felt accepted in 
Nebraska. That claim was turned 
against him, further polarizing 
Cornhusker fans. 

The most significant factor in his 
coaching demise, however, was dra- 
matically declining attendance. 
Nebraska drew an average of only 
7,341 for games at the Bob Devaney 
Sports Center, the lowest attendance, 
by far, in the history of the facility — 
which opened in 1976. 

The decline came despite a $7.9 mil- 
lion refurbishing of the Sports Center 
in the off-season. And Nee was forced 
to shoulder the blame, even though 
the reasons were more complex. 

If the Cornhuskers managed to get 
to the NCAA Tournament and win a 
game or two, Nee might have sur- 
vived for at least another season. But 
he oversold the team’s potential, based 
on his belief that Belcher would be 
able to play and on what he described 
as his best recruiting class ever. 

Great expectations quickly deterio- 
rated, however. Nebraska was upset 
by Western Carolina (74-72) in the first 
round of the Ameritas Classic and fin- 
ished its non-conference schedule at 7- 
6. Then the Cornhuskers lost their first 
three conference games and never 
really recovered. 

After an 81-72 victory against 


Kansas State in late January, Nebraska 
would win only once more, the game 
against Colorado to break Nee’s tie 
with Cipriano for all-time victories. 

The Cornhuskers lost 10 of their 
final 11 games. 

They never gave up, however, and 
the pre-season optimism died hard. 

“Let me just say one more thing,” 
junior center Kimani Ffriend said at 
the news conference in Lincoln before 
the team left for Kansas City. “Look 
out for big things in the tournament, 
all right? I know people are counting 
us out. But don’t be surprised if we go 
out there and knock off some people. 

“You can put that in the paper 
tomorrow.” 

The Cornhuskers led by as many as 
14 points in the second half before col- 
lapsing, against a Baylor team they 
had defeated 69-55 at the Devaney 
Sports Center in late January. 

The last, and only other, time 
Nebraska lost 19 games was in 1962- 
63, Jerry Bush’s final season as head 
coach. Nee’s 1989-90 team missed by 
one, finishing with a 10-18 record. 

That was quickly forgotten when 
the Cornhuskers went 26-8 the next 
season. 

But there will be no opportunity for 
such redemption this time. At least 
not for Nee. 


University of 
Nebraska 


Patio 
Umbrellas 


Bright and colorful with 
the University colors and 
logo. Perfect for tailgating 
or home. Quality construc- 
tion with warranty. Four 
types to choose from. 


Officially licensed product. 


Call for free brochure. 


1-800-688-4611 


Logo Patio Umbrellas 
PO Box 22298 
Lexington, KY 40522-2298 


gottopaythatbillnow.com 


Pay bills online anytime, anywhere. 


Introducing 24-Hour Banker Online from First National 


Bank of Omaha. It’s simple and convenient to use — with a 


think of an 


easier way to say _ banking 


www.fnbomaha.com 


computer and an Internet connection, you can be online 
and in control in minutes! 
Z Use 24-Hour Banker Online to check account bal- 

ances, deposits, withdrawals or transfer funds between 
accounts. You can even pay bills online with BillPay. We can’t 


first national bank 
of omaha 


than Investing in you. 
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Injured freshman 
Jones tries to be 
patient during 
rehabilitation 


By Steve Sipple 


t was a gray and blustery 
Saturday morning in late 
February, the kind of day that 
makes you want to roll over 
and go back to sleep. 

But Stephanie Jones, a freshman 
forward on the Nebraska women’s 
basketball team, isn’t much for 
rolling over. Being sedentary holds 
no appeal for the Omaha, Neb., 
native. She wants it all, and she 
wants it now. 

“T probably couldn’t even spell the 
word patience,” she said. 

So while Nebraska third-year 
coach Paul Sanderford was directing 
his team through a light practice in 
preparation for a game that night in 
Lincoln, Neb., Jones was swimming 
at a campus recreation center. And 
enjoying it immensely. 

“It was so much fun,’ 
beaming. “I felt like a fish.” 

Of course, Jones would rather be 
playing basketball. But the 6-foot-2 
Omaha Benson graduate, perhaps 
the most highly regarded recruit in 
program history, saw her season 
come to an unceremonious end Dec. 
13, when she suffered a torn anterior 
cruciate ligament in her left knee. 

She did it crashing into press row 
while racing for a loose ball early in 
the first half against Creighton. 

“K typical Steph Jones play — div- 


’ 


she said, 


Before she was injured, Nebraska freshman Stephanie Jones made two starts, 
impressing Coach Paul Sanderford with her tenacity, especially on defense. 


ing for a loose ball,” Sanderford said. 
Instead of playing a major role in 
helping Nebraska attempt to reach 


the NCAA Tournament for the third 
straight season — the Huskers were a 
contender at 15-11 in the last week of 


February — Jones set her mind to 
rehabilitating her injured knee as 
well as her left ankle, which had 
given her problems for some time 
and which also required reconstruc- 
tive surgery. 

“The doctor said it was the worst 
(ankle) he’s ever seen,” Jones said 
with a hint of pride. 

After two months of rehab, Jones 
could finally spell “patience.” In her 
case, patience became a necessity. She 
had no choice. 

“T never knew how to slow down,” 
she said. “But I had to slow down or 
I'd be putting my body at risk.” 

Jones wanted to speed up the 
rehab process. But she now realizes 
these things take time, that overdoing 
it could possibly delay her ultimate 
objective — a return to the court. 

Jones — who chose Nebraska over 
Connecticut and Duke, among others 
— was averaging 6.5 points and 4.7 
rebounds at the time of her injury. 
She made two starts in seven games, 
impressing Sanderford with her 
tenacity, particularly on defense. She 
enjoyed playing the “point” on the 
Huskers’ 1-2-2 press, and her long 
arms and athleticism were well-suit- 
ed for the role. 

“It’s hard watching — seeing my 
teammates playing and knowing 
Coach expected a lot from me this 
season,” Jones said. “I’ve never had 
to watch people play. So at practice, I 
stay as busy as I can.” 

She rides a stationary bike near the 
court and dribbles and shoots on the 
sideline. She’s always moving. 

Yet in many ways, Jones says, 
observing helps her mentally. She 
watches Nebraska point guard 
Melody Peterson closely, picking up 
tips on when to go for steals and 
when to hold back. Peterson plays 
the point on the 1-2-2 press. 

Jones says it’s been frustrating 
watching her team struggle. 

Nebraska was picked to finish 
third in the rugged Big 12 
Conference, but the Huskers stum- 
bled to a 5-5 league mark before win- 
ning four of their next five games to 
put them in position to receive an 
NCAA at-large berth. 

“We're so talented,” Jones said. 
“It’s just been a matter of being 
patient, waiting to get a break.” 

She wants her teammates to know 
she cares, that she'll do whatever she 
can to help. 

Her teammates can help her by 
winning games in the conference and 
NCAA (or WNIT) tournaments. She 
could be credited with a redshirt sea- 
son and thereby have four seasons of 


eligibility remaining if the Huskers 
play in 31 games — four more than 
their regular-season total. That's 
because NCAA rules stipulate an 
injured player can play in no more 
than 20 percent of his/her team’s 
total games in order to regain the sea- 
son. 

Jones figures she will be officially 
credited with playing in six games 
because she played only 56 seconds 
before she was injured against 
Creighton. 

Whether she’s a freshman or 
sophomore athletically next season, 
Jones will play for a Nebraska team 
that will sport a markedly different 
look after the departures of three 
senior starters — guards Nicole 
Kubik and Brooke Schwartz and for- 


Give Nutrition 


ward/center Charlie Rogers. The 
Huskers also lose key reserve Cisco 
Gilmore to graduation. 

Look for Jones to start at the small 
forward spot, perhaps alongside 
close friend and roommate Paige 
Sutton (a 6-2 freshman) and 6-5 
junior Casey Leonhardt. Sutton, 
guard/forward Shahidrah Roberts 
and point guard Isha Kelley played 
valuable minutes this season as true 
freshmen and provide a solid base 
for the future of the program. 

“It’s going to be incredible,” Jones 
says, again beaming. 

Jones figures she’ll return to the 
court next season a stronger and bet- 
ter player, mentally and physically. 
“T don’t see how I couldn’t be bet- 
ter,” she says. @ 
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Scott Fries started a team-high 17 games and finished 8-7 as a junior. 
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an Pitch’ 


Senior lefty Fries 
overcomes long odds 
to pitch for Huskers 


cott Fries got off to a poor 
start this season. 

And that’s a considerable 
understatement. What began 
with such promise quickly turned into 
personal disaster for the senior left- 
handed pitcher on the Nebraska base- 
ball team. 

Fries earned the start in the 
Cornhuskers’ opener against 
Northwestern State at the Rice Classic 
in mid-February, allowing eight hits 
and four earned runs in just 
2.linnings. 

Then he suffered a fractured left 
foot when he slipped in a motel room. 

He is back now, as Nebraska heads 
into the heart of its Big 12 schedule. 
And Coach Dave Van Horn is hoping 
he’s “stronger than he was in his first 
outing.” 

There’s a good chance of that. Fries 
has been resilient during his brief time 
at Nebraska. Plus, he has overcome 
some long odds. A less determined 
pitcher wouldn’t have made it this far. 

“He’s extremely competitive,” said 
pitching coach Rob Childress. 

He also has a “strong work ethic,” 
Childress said. “He’s a blue-collar 
type person.” 

Though he doesn’t want to deal in 
stereotypes, Childress said, a small- 
town background might have some- 
thing to do with those personality 
traits. Fries is from Dannebrog, Neb. 

Van Horn characterizes Fries in the 
same way. 

“He shows up on time, works 
hard,” said Van Horn. “He works as 
hard as anybody.” 

Those qualities might have been 
apparent when Childress recruited 
Fries from Coffeyville, Kan., 
Community College, where he was 4-5 
with a 3.63 earned run average in 63.2 
innings. 

But his statistics there weren’t 
exactly eye-catching. Rather, what 
attracted the attention were his size — 
6-foot-1 and 185 pounds — and the 
fact that he was a left-hander. 

Plus, he threw strikes and he 
“wanted to come to Nebraska,” Van 
Horn said. 


So he and Childress decided to take 
a chance on Fries, figuring he could 
develop into a spot starter, a mid- 
week pitcher. “He ended up making 
us pitch him,” said Van Horn. 

Fries wasn’t impressive during his 
first fall as a Cornhusker. “After his 
first couple of outings, we thought he 
would have to get a lot better to help 
us,” Van Horn said. 

“T think he was just a little intimi- 
dated when he got here.” 

That was understandable. Fries had 
limited experience. He was a “snow- 
bird type pitcher,” said Van Horn. 
Coming from a cold-weather climate, 
and a high school with no baseball 
team, he was able to pitch “just a cou- 
ple of months (a year), here and there. 
He had to be taught some fine skills.” 

Fries, who began his college career 
at Peru, Neb., State College, was 
throwing straight over the top his first 
fall at Nebraska. And he wasn’t consis- 
tently throwing strikes. 

He also seemed to lack the competi- 
tive edge that has come to characterize 
him. “I challenged him a few times 
and didn’t know how he’d respond,” 
said Childress. “We had 15 pitchers on 
the staff (in the fall) and he was proba- 
bly No. 12. In the spring, we figured 
he would be No. 7 or No. 8.” 

He quickly earned a promotion, 
pitching in relief in last season’s open- 
er. “We gave him the ball and hoped 
he’d hold us close, give us five, six, 
seven strong innings,” Childress said. 

What he gave Nebraska was a 9-6 
victory against New Mexico State. 

“T think that led to my pretty good 
season,” said Fries. 

He would get credit for seven more 
pitching victories, in 15 decisions, to 
lead the team. He worked in 19 games, 
all but two as a starter, and he led the 
team in innings pitched with 100.2. 

Only five other pitchers in school 
history have worked 100 or more 
innings In a season. 

He struck out 14 in a 13-4 victory at 
Kansas, the most strikeouts by a 
starter last season, and he pitched two 
complete games, including an 11-4 vic- 
tory against No. 8 Texas. 

His 64 strikeouts were second on 
the team, behind freshman Shane 
Komine’s 79. 

“He basically earned a chance to 
pitch,” said Van Horn. “He’s been a 
surprise.” 

Going into the season, Fries figured 
to be Nebraska’s No. 1 left-handed 
starter. “He doesn’t get rattled,” Van 
Horn said before the team left for 
Houston and the Rice Classic. 

“When he crosses that line, he’s got 
ice in his veins. 


“If we were playing defending 
national champion Miami, we’d prob- 
ably throw Scott because he’s a senior 
and he wants the ball. And he gives us 
a chance to win.” 

Van Horn’s point quickly became 
moot because of fractured foot. 

Last season, especially early, the 
loss of Fries probably would have 
been more significant because of the 
Cornhuskers’ lack of pitching depth. 
“Tt was kind of, flip a coin,” Fries said. 
“I mean, Coach would ask you how 
you felt and if you felt all right, then: 
‘OK, you can go.’ 

“This year, we've got enough guys 

There can never be enough pitch- 
ers, however. Van Horn has learned 
that in his two-plus seasons at 
Nebraska. “You start realizing what it 


takes to win . . . at the upper echelon 
of Division I baseball,” he said. “That’s 
one reason we're trying to have the 
deepest pitching staff we can have.” 

The loss of Fries provided some of 
the Cornhuskers’ young pitchers such 
as freshman Jamie Rodrigue an oppor- 
tunity. Rodrigue “has got as good of 
stuff as anybody,” said Van Horn. 

He was the team’s second-best left- 
hander during the fall. 

Fries, of course, was the best. That 
was a big change from the year before. 

“We couldn’t figure him out his 
first fall,” Van Horn said. 

Now, he and Childress have. Fries 
has got “the mentality of a pitcher,” he 
said. 

“His control is outstanding. He 
pitches ahead in the count. He can 
pitch.” 
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All-American Lizama 
sees many benefits in 
kick boxing workouts 


By Mike Babcock 


ori Sippel called out Jennifer 
Lizama during a _ recent 
Nebraska softball team work- 
out. 
“She grabbed me and said: ‘You 
and me are going,’ “” Lizama said. 
The All-America second baseman 


Jennifer Lizama has combined speed 
and power to become a two-time All- 
American at Nebraska. She holds the 
school record for career stolen bases 
and ranks No. 2 in home runs. 


was quick to respond to the chal- 
lenge. 

Sippel, a Husker assistant, “is very 
much of a competitor,” said Lizama. 
“She wanted to spar with me because 
she knows I take this seriously, too. 
I’m out here to have fun and learn a 
lot. 

“But I’m going to try to get the 
moves. I’m going to try to get her.” 

There was no winner because no 
one kept score. But that isn’t the pur- 
pose of the sparring anyway. On 
Wednesday afternoons in Schulte 
Fieldhouse, Coach Rhonda Revelle 
and the Huskers spend an hour kick 
boxing under the direction of Ray 
Silverstrand, a local martial arts 
teacher. 

No one enjoys the activity more 
than Lizama, who got a headstart this 
summer. At the suggestion of a 
friend, she visited Silverstrand’s dojo 
and was immediately hooked on kick 
boxing. 

Lizama and teammate Alice 
Brewer began attending classes twice 
a week. 

As it turned out, they were 
“suinea pigs” because Revelle was 
considering having Silverstrand work 
with her team, just as he has worked 
with football defensive linemen since 
last year. 

Revelle asked Lizama what she 
thought about the softball team kick 
boxing. “I told her I thought it would 
be awesome, it would be great, 
because the workout is like no other,” 
Lizama said. 

“It’s obviously a great workout. I 
sweat in the hour that we do this 
probably more than I do in our whole 
practice because we’re constantly 
moving. But the other thing it does 
for me the most is when Ray talks. 
Everything he talks about has to do 
with your mind and how to use it. 

“Tt applies not only to sports, but it 
also helps me think about my own life 
and everything I do. I just really enjoy 
it because he’s a very wise person, 
and he’s helped me see a lot more.” 

Lizama has combined mind and 
body in a way that she’s “on the 
verge of becoming the greatest all- 
around player” in Husker softball his- 
tory, according to this year’s media 
guide. 

That’s more than hype. Lizama’s 
accomplishments support such a 
claim. She’s a two-time All-American 


and a serious candidate to become 
only the second three-time All- 
American in school history. Ali Viola, 
also an infielder, earned All-America 
honors in 1995, 1996 and 1998. 

When she finishes, barring some- 
thing unforeseen, Lizama will likely 
hold school-career records for runs, 
walks and home runs. She already 
ranks in the NCAA top 20 for career 
home runs. 

Last season, she batted .387 with 16 
home runs and 30 runs-batted-in. She 
walked 40 times, for a remarkable on- 
base percentage of .512, and stole 25 
bases in 33 attempts. 

This season she has picked up right 
where she left off. “You can expect a 
big year from her because she expects 
big things from herself,” Revelle said 
prior to the season. 

In the Huskers’ first two tourna- 
ments in February, Lizama batted 
417, with three home runs, 12 runs- 
batted-in, 12 runs scored, eight stolen 
bases and a .750 slugging percentage. 

She also was solid in the field. 
“How could you get more comfort- 
able?” All-America pitcher Jenny Voss 
asked rhetorically. “I know that a lot 
of the balls that are hit off me. . 
(have) a tendency to go to Jennifer's 
side. You can just take a deep breath: 
‘OK, it’s going over there. She’s got it.’ 

“Tt plays a big part in the success of 
my pitching because I have nothing to 
worry about.” 

The kick boxing helps both at bat 
and in the field, according to Lizama. 

“Everything about it is explosive,” 
she said. “And that’s what you need 
in softball to hit and to throw. You 
need to use your hips and you have to 
be able to be explosive. 

“The kicks, especially, you're using 
your hips. It’s very useful.” 

The mental aspect is the most use- 
ful to her, however Silverstrand talks 
to the players and reads to them from 
books such as The Art of War, which 
Lizama now reads on her own. 

“Tl haven’t been much of a recre- 
ational reader, but I went and got “The 
Art of War,’ “ she said of the book 
written more than 2,000 years ago by 
Sun Tzu, a Chinese military strategist. 

“Tt just got me. I don’t read a lot of 
it at one time because there’s so much 
to think about. 

“There’s so much information 
about being a warrior, about being a 
warrior in war. But I can be a warrior 
in softball. And I can be a warrior in 
life also. We talk about principle and 
things like that. Ray has opened my 
eyes a lot. Everything he talks about 
has to do with your mind and how to 
use it. 


“He’s a very wise person and he’s 
helped me see a lot more.” 

Lizama’s personal profile in the 
2000 Husker media guide includes a 
unique entry under the heading “My 
Craziest Ambition.” The entry says: 
“to become a professional boxer.” 

She is serious about that aspiration, 
which she has had since before she 
came to Nebraska. “I thought it would 
be awesome if I could do something 
like that, be a fighter and make a liv- 
ing at it,” she said. “It’s not the vio- 
lence. It’s the movements, being able 
to move, and the competition. 

“It's a really great sport that keeps 
you in great shape. It’s beautiful.” 

For now, however, her focus is 
softball. Her sparring is limited to 


kick boxing on Wednesdays. 

Everyone participates, including 
the coaches. Those who are paired 
with, or challenge, her have to be 
focused because the activity has her 
full attention, for the full 60 minutes. 

Though it is unintentional, she has 
landed a punch on occasion. “I’ve hit 
somebody, yeah,” she said with a 
laugh. “You're not trying to hit any- 
one sparring, but sometimes you get 
so into it and people forget to either 
block or duck . . . so I clocked some- 
body in the face. 

“Tt happens. But they know it’s not 
on purpose.” 

Even so, it probably shouldn't hap- 
pen to a coach. It’s best to be especial- 
ly careful then. Hf 
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Ingram recovers from accident, 
and good things start to happen 


By Mark Derowitsch 


alhia Ingram almost asked Nebraska track and 
field coach Gary Pepin if she could redshirt dur- 
ing the indoor season. 

She had reasons to be concerned about her 
final indoor year as a Husker. Last October, the senior from 
Liberal, Kan., was in a one-car accident and was forced to 
miss two months of training during the key time of the sea- 
son. 

Ingram didn’t want to struggle all season long. 

“I was on the verge of asking, but I think Coach Pepin 
saw some potential that I could make it to nationals, score 
and possibly win.” 

She shouldn’t have doubted the long-time Husker coach. 
All Ingram has done this winter is put together her 
strongest year at Nebraska. 

Pepin was right about nearly everything. Ingram quali- 
fied for the NCAA Indoor Track and Field Championships 
in both the long jump and the triple jump, she swept both 
titles at the Big 12 Conference Championships and is ranked 
among the top college jumpers in the nation. 

Not too bad for a jumper who didn’t know if she would 
be physically ready for the rigors of a track and field season. 

Ingram’s accident happened about an hour from Lincoln, 
as she was returning to campus after a weekend at home. 
She saw a car stopped in the middle of the highway, and 
had to swerve to avoid it. She lost control of her car, drove 
into a ditch on the right side of the road, shot out of the 
ditch and across two lanes of traffic, just missed being hit by 
an oncoming car and ended up in the left ditch. 

“T thought I was going to die,” she said. “I remember 
saying, ‘Lord I’m not finished, Lord I’m not finished.’ I feel 
like I was blessed. 

“J just pulled over and prayed for awhile. 

She wasn’t seriously injured, but suffered from whiplash 
and a sore upper back and was held out of training for the 
next two months. 

Ingram returned to Lincoln from Christmas break early 
to make up for lost time, but she then became ill and missed 
another week of training two weeks before the start of the 
season. 

“Everything was going bad for me,” Ingram said. 

She struggled early in the year, but then had a break- 
through meet at the Kansas State Invitational. Ingram won 
the long jump with a mark of 20 feet, 10 inches, three inches 
better than her previous lifetime best indoors. 

It instantly turned around her year. 

“A week before that meet at Kansas State, I though I had 
already peaked,” she said. “I felt like | was already burning 
out. I was going to be like one of those, Whatever-hap- 
pened-to stories. But that weekend changed my mind. 


” 


Dalhia Ingram won the long and triple jumps to help the 
Huskers defeat Texas for the Big 12 Conference Indoor title. 


Maybe I do have more in me.” 

Ingram was right. At the Big 12 Conference Indoor 
Championships in Ames, lowa, she broke her personal 
record in the long jump thanks to a winning leap of 20-11 
3/4. During the second day of the conference meet, she 
shattered her former best in the triple jump. A mark of 44-6 
easily gave Ingram her second individual league title and 
helped the Huskers beat Texas in the team race. 

Big meets seem to bring out the best in Ingram. She won 
the Frank Sevigne Husker Invitational long jump title, and 
followed that with a second-place finish in the triple jump. 
Her triple jump of 44-1 1/4 at the time was her lifetime best. 

And by winning the long jump, Ingram can now leave 
Nebraska knowing she won a title at the Husker 
Invitational, one of the most prestigious college indoor 
meets in the country. 

“People around here are going to remember how you 
did in this meet,” she said. “Everywhere | go, when I’m in 
class or at the store, people ask me when the Husker 
Invitational is. They come here to watch you and you want 
to do great. You want to leave a good impression in their 
mind.” 

Ingram certainly has left Pepin with pleasant thoughts 
this season. When Ingram goes up against the best jumpers 
in the NCAA, Pepin doesn’t worry. He feels she belongs in 
that class. 

“That’s where Dalhia is, up on that level of competition,” 
Pepin said. “She needs really good athletes to compete 
against.” 

Ingram will see plenty of quality opponents for years to 
come. 

She’s already qualified for the United States Olympic 
Trials this summer in Sacramento, Calif., and hopes to land 
a spot on the team for the 2000 Games in Sydney, Australia. 

If she doesn’t, Ingram hopes to head overseas and begin 
a professional career with an eye toward the 2004 Olympics. 

“Track is more popular over in Europe,” she said. “I can 
learn a lot form the European jumpers. After this year, I 
think I can do even better if I stay with it.” 
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By James Hale 
1. FLORIDA STATE: The 


Seminoles signed so many elite players 
that you almost want to go ahead and 
give them the national championship 
trophy for 2002. Florida State signed 
five of the top 20 players in the coun- 
try and five more that rank in the 
nation’s top 50. The Seminoles top tal- 
ent comes on defense, with Travis 
Johnson of Sherman Oaks (Notre 
Dame), Calif., the nation’s top-ranked 
defensive end. At linebacker, Eric 
Moore of Pahokee, Fla., is second rated 
in the country, while Kendyll Pope of 
Lake City (Columbia), Fla., is a top-60 
player nationally. In the secondary, 
Bryant McFadden of Hollywood 
(McArthur), Fla., and Yohan Buchanan 
of Atlanta (Douglass) are two of the 
top three in the nation. Chris Rix of 
Santa Margarita, Calif., is an All- 
American who is the quarterback of 
the future. 


2. TENNESSEE: When was 


the last time Tennessee wasn’t ranked 
in the top five in recruiting? This year, 
the Vols signed the top offensive line 
class in the country, headed by Mike 
Munoz of Cincinnati (Moeller), Ohio, 
Sean Respert of Warner Robins 
(Northside), Ga., and Sean Young of 
Whitfield (Cohutta Northwest), Ga. 
O.J. Owens of New London (North 
Stanley), N.C., is a great athlete who 
will probably play safety. All-America 
wide receiver Tony Brown of Fort 
Lauderdale (St. Thomas Aquinas), Fla., 
will catch passes from All-America 
quarterback Casey Clausen of Mission 
Hills (Alemany), Calif. 


3. FLORIDA: A)! you have to do 


is start with the nation’s top quarter- 
back — Brock Berlin of Shreveport 
(Evangel Christian), La. — and the 
nation’s third-rated defensive end — 
Darrell Lee of St. Louis (Kirkwood), 
Mo. — to give the Gators this elite rat- 
ing. The Gators learned they had Lee 
on signing day. Defensive end 
Kennard Ellis of Southwest 
Mississippi Junior College is rated as 
one of the top 75 JUCOs in the coun- 
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Top 15 


try. Willie Green of Kissimmee 
(Osceola), Fla., is one of the top four 
running backs in the nation, while 
Deshawn Carter of Pontchatoula, La., 
is rated in the top 10 in the secondary. 


4. TEXAS: The Longhorns 


signed the top player in Texas at seven 
different positions. They recruited the 
top wide receiver class in the country 
with No. 1 B.J. Johnson of South 
Grand Prairie, No. 2 Roy Williams of 
Odessa (Permian) and No. 8 Sloan 
Thomas of Klein. Texas also signed the 
top defensive line class in the nation, 
headed by defensive tackles Steve Lee 
of Shreveport (Evangel Christian), La., 
Sonny Davis of Austin (Lanier), Texas, 
and Adam Dorion of Duncan, Okla. 
All-American Chance Mock of The 
Woodlands, Texas, is another top 
quarterback headed to Austin. 


5. PENN STATE: Joe Paterno 


had his class committed by Christmas. 
Right in his own backyard, Paterno 
signed a top-10 running back — Tony 
Johnson of State College, Pa. All- 
American Michael Gasparato of Irmo 
(Dutch Fork), S.C., will join Johnson in 
the PSU future backfield. Sean 
McHugh of Chagrin Falls, Ohio, is one 
of the elite tight end prospects. Penn 
State signed two All-America quarter- 
backs in Zach Mills of Ijamsville 
(Urbana), Md., and Zac Wasserman of 
Westlake Village, Calif. Jeremiah 
Davis of Annandale, Va., and Dan 
Acri of Harrisburg (Bishop McDevitt), 
Pa., are both considered top defensive 
end prospects. 


6. OHIO STATE: Leading the 


way for another top Buckeye class is 
All-America running back Sam 
Maldonado of Harrison, N.Y., who 
rushed for 3,235 yards and 38 touch- 
downs. All-American Marco Cooper 
of Detroit (Cass Tech) and Darrion 
Scott of Charleston (Capital), W.Va., 
have the talent to carry on the tradi- 
tion at linebacker. Alphonso 
Townsend of Lima (Senior), Ohio, is a 
prime-time defensive tackle prospect. 
Alex Stepanovich of Berea, Ohio, is an 
All-America offensive line prospect. 


7. ALABAMA: Doesn't it seem 


like Alabama always has a prime time 
defensive tackle? Well, the next great 
DT will be big Albert Means of 
Memphis (Trezevant), Tenn. Or it 
could be Antwan Odom of Bayou 
Labatre (Alma Bryant), Ala. Or it 
could be Mac Tyler of Bessemer (Jess 
Lanier), Ala. Or Anthony Bryant of 
Newburn (Sunshine), Ala. All of them 
are All-Americans. Brooks Daniels of 
Hamilton County, Fla., can play a little 
linebacker behind them. Alabama may 
have signed the best collection of 
defensive personnel in the country. 
All-America wide receiver Triandos 
Luke of Phoenix City (Central), Ala., is 
the offensive headliner. 


8. MIAMI: When you talk about 


the Hurricanes’ 2000 class, you have to 
start with the nation’s No. 1 talent — 
linebacker Deejay Williams of 
Concord (De LaSalle), Calif. It takes a 
talent like Williams to put All-America 
running back Willis McGahee of 
Miami (Central) on the backburner. 
McGahee is only one of the top five 
RBs in the country. Miami always 
signs a great quarterback prospect, 
and this year it’s All-American Derrick 
Crudup of Deerfield Beach, Fla. He 
will throw to All-America wide receiv- 
er Willie Dixon of Stockton (Brookside 
Christian), Calif. 


9. MICHIGAN STATE: 


Start with all-world wide receiver 
Charles Rogers of Saginaw, Mich., 
who burned Tennessee to sign with 
the Spartans. Jeff Smoker of Manheim 
(Central), Pa., lost out on the quarter- 
back offers from Penn State, so he 
chose Michigan State. Offensive line- 
man Sean Poole of Flint (Central), 
Mich., is an All-American with 
tremendous potential. Many feel that 
Eric Knott of Detroit (Henry Ford) is 
the best tight end in the country. 
Running back Tyrell Dortch of 
Hoboken, N_J. is also a top prospect. 


10. NEBRASKA: Tre 


Cornhuskers’ systematic recruiting 
approach once again landed a top-10 
class. The Cornhuskers signed one of 
the nation’s top tight ends in Chris 
Septak of Omaha (Millard West). 
Thunder Collins of East Los Angeles 
Junior College is rated as one of the 
top 25 JUCO players in the country, 
and if he can get his grades in order 
may be a three-year starter. Benard 
Thomas of East Palo Alto (St Francis), 
Calif., is an All-America defensive 
end, and Terrell Butler of Austell 
(Pebblebrook), Ga., is an All-American 
at cornerback. 


11. ARIZONA STATE: 


Terrell Suggs of Chandler (Hamilton), 
Ariz., is an All-America athlete who 
could play a number of positions. He 
will start out as a tight end for the Sun 
Devils. ASU also stayed home to land 
All-America defensive end Jared 
Wolfgramm of Tempe. All-America 
quarterback Andrew Walters of Grand 
Junction, Colo., was the first to commit 
to the Sun Devils back in the summer. 


12. NOTRE DAME: the 


Fighting Irish signed four quarter- 
backs, headed by All-Americans 
Carlyle Holiday of San Antonio 


GEARING UP FOR SUMMER MEANS 
MORE THAN BUYING NEW SKIS. 


(Roosevelt), Texas, and Matt 
Lovecchio of Oradell (Bergen 
Catholic), N.J. Vontez Duff of 


Copperas Cove, Texas, is a highly 
touted running back. Lorenzo 
Crawford of Paterson (Catholic), N.J. 
gives the Irish top talent at wide 
receiver. Greg Pauly of Waukesha 
(South), Wis., is one of the top five 
defensive tackle prospects. 


13. USC: Matt Grootegoed of 
Santa Ana (Mater Dei), Calif., is the 
best strong safety prospect in the 
country. Matt Cassell of Van Nuys 
(Chatsworth), Calif., brings a strong 
arm into the Trojan program. Blair 
Jones of Newport Beach (Harbor), 
Calif., will provide the beef up front 
along with another All-American, Joe 
McGuire of Anaheim (Servite), Calif. 


14. AUBURN: Juco all 
American running back Rudi Johnson 
of Butler (Kan.) CC, is expected to 
jump start the Tiger offense next fall. 
Johnson is rated as the third best JUCO 
RB in the country. Defensive end 
Alton Moore of Summit (Southwest 
Mississippi) is an All-American 


Sure, you're ready to hit the water. But is your boat? 
Visit Buzz's Marine, your certified Mercury/Mercruiser 
Platinum Dealer for a preseason checkup. Our service 
experts will make sure your boat is shipshape for a great 
boating season. We can also get you into those new skis! 


Buzz's Marine 


507 Central Ave. Kearney, NE 308-234-4576 


IT YEARS 
TO WRITE THIS AD. 


Thirty-five years ago, Dr. Stanley C. Pearle had 


knowledge available. At Pearle we've made 


a vision. So he started an optical compony with sure you'll find professionals to assist you whose 


one goal...to help people see better. What grew utmost concern is your satisfaction, guaranteed. 


ranked as the 13th best JUCO talent in 
the land. Jason Campbell of 
Taylorsville, Miss., is regarded as one 
of the top three quarterbacks in the 
country after throwing for more than 
3,000 yards and 24 touchdowns. 


15. OKLAHOMA: a1:- 


American Wes Sims of Weatherford, 
OK is rated the second best prep offen- 
sive lineman in the country. Sims 
could team with JUCO All-American 
OL Howard Duncan of Butler (Kan.) 
County CC, in the starting lineup this 
year. The Sooners loaded up instate on 
All-Americans defensive tackle Jamaal 
Brown of Lawton (MacArthur), run- 
ning back Renaldo Works of Tulsa 
(Washington) and Ronbrose Jones of 
Bristow. Free safety Darren Stephens 
of Lewisville, Texas, is an All- 
American as well. @ 


from that simple dedication is 
a chain of the finest eyecare 
stores available throughout 
America, 

In that time , we've made 
enormous investments to keep 
up with the rapid change in 
eyewear technology. From 


the lotest in frames, lenses 


and coatings to the newest techniques for meo- 
suring eyes, our professionals update you on the 


most current eyecare information and products 


All the way from the exams 
you receive to the lenses you 
need to the frames you 
select. In fact, we have put 
systems in place to ensure 
that our customers receive 
superior eyecare every day, 
and every time. 


Come into Pearle and see 


for yourself if this isn’t the best eyecare you've 
ever received. It took 35 years, but we think 


you'll agree it was worth it. 


PEARLE VISION 


Nobody Cares For Eyes More Than Pearle. 


1437 North Webb Road 
Grand Island, NE 68803 
308 °382+9205 


Pestle, Pearle Vision Center, Pearle Vision Exprass, Pearle EyeTach Express and Eye Buys are registered Wademurks of Poarte Vislon, Inc, © 1996 Pearle Vision, Inc 
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HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


Frustration 
Understandable 


Newcombe’s role as a senior 
will be what's best for the team 


BOBBY NEWCOMBE could line up at I- 
back this spring. Or he could take some 
snaps at quarterback. He could. He has the 
ability. But he won't, according to Coach 
Frank Solich. 

“We're going to work very hard with 
Bobby as a wideout,” Solich said two 
weeks before the start of practice. “And 
that’s what he really wants to spend the 
majority of his time doing.” 

Newcombe will focus on playing wide receiver and being 
a kick returner as he prepares for his final season. Believe it 
or not, his college career is drawing to a close. 

Presumably he'll continue to play professionally. He has 
that kind of talent. He ranks with the best in school history, 
including Johnny Rodgers, with whom he has often been 
compared. 

Comparisons between Newcombe and 
Rodgers, the Cornhuskers’ first Heisman Trophy 
winner, are probably justified, even though the 
numbers would indicate otherwise. 

Newcombe won't finish second behind 
Rodgers in career pass receptions. Barring some- 
thing unforeseen, teammate Matt Davison will 
— he needs only 11 more catches. 

Newcombe also isn’t likely to have the impact 
that Rodgers had. 

Former Coach Tom Osborne has often said 
that without Rodgers, and his kick returns in 
particular, the Cornhuskers probably wouldn't 
have been 13-0 and national champions in 1971. 

Rodgers defined “big-play threat” in a way 
Newcombe can't. 

That’s because times have changed. Nebraska was con- 
siderably less ground-bound offensively in the early 1970s, 
leading the Big Eight in passing in Rodgers’ final two sea- 
sons. 

Look it up if you don’t believe me. 

Rodgers also had the kick returning duties, particularly 
punts, pretty much to himself. He returned 79 punts in his 
final two seasons, including bowl games, and 19 kickoffs. 
He was always in position to make something happen, 
which he did in extraordinary fashion — and consistently. 

Newcombe, in contrast, returned only 16 punts and one 
kickoff last season, not counting the Fiesta Bowl game. Joe 
Walker, an exceptional returner himself, led the team in 
punt returns with 30 and was second to Randy Stella in 
kickoff returns with eight. Stella returned 10. 

Newcombe caught 19 passes for 238 yards and three 
touchdowns. And he rushed for 87 yards and three touch- 
downs on 37 carries, most of them as a quarterback in the 
first two games. 

Statistically, at least, that wasn’t what he had in mind 
when he switched to wingback and left the quarterback 
duties to Eric Crouch following the California game. 

“It has been pretty frustrating almost every single day,” 
Newcombe said during a pre-Fiesta Bowl news conference. 


Mike 
BABCOCK 


caught 19 passes for 
238 yards as a junior. 


“Things could be better. But things could be worse.” 

It’s not that Solich didn’t try to involve Newcombe in the 
offense as much as possible, with wingback reverses and 
wingback passes, which were more threat than reality, of 
course. 

Solich was even prepared to use Newcombe at I-back in 
the Fiesta Bowl game. 

“But it wasn’t a deal where we were stalling offensively, 
trying to find ways to get some things going,” said Solich. 
“Tt seemed like some of our base formations, some of our 
base plays, were working very well. So we didn’t really get 
as exotic as what we were prepared to, or wanted to.” 

Even though Newcombe could “fit that mold again,” 
Solich said, his playing I-back was specific to the bowl 
game. So he won’t be running plays at the position this 
spring. 

“Right now, we have really got great quality at I-back,” 
said Solich. 

Besides, spring practice is not a time to be 
exotic. 

Solich acknowledges Newcombe’s frustration, 
and understands it. 

“T think that’s not uncommon,” he said. “If 
you only have one guy that’s a little frustrated 
on a football team, to me that would be very, 
very unusual. You're going to have some frustra- 
tion as you go through a season, especially if 
you're a very talented player, as Bobby is.” 

On occasion, people tried to compare 
Newcombe’s offensive opportunities to those of 
Peter Warrick, Florida State’s versatile wide 
receiver — who would have been among the 
Heisman Trophy favorites if not for off-the-field problems 
involving a department store and discounted clothing. 

Such a comparison ignores the differences in the offenses 
of the two teams, however, according to Solich. “What I’m 
saying is, it’s just built around, to a degree, the system,” he 
said. 

Even so, “we realize the talent that Bobby has,” Solich 
said. “We tried to do a lot of things last year to utilize that 
talent. At times, it showed. At times, it probably didn’t. 

“We'll continue to try to utilize the talent of the players 
on our football team. And, certainly, that holds true for 
Bobby. But there’s no question that a guy can get frustrated 
at times.” 

Despite his personal frustrations, Newcombe’s primary 
concern was the team. 

“I think our players understand that,” said Solich. “You 
don’t win as many games as this program has won over the 
years without having your top players very team-oriented. 

“I think that was the case last year, even for the guys that 
maybe were a little frustrated at times. I think they were 
still, in the long run, team-oriented. And I think it showed.” 

He expects it to continue to show, which is why 
Newcombe will be what he is, a wingback and kick return- 
er, and nothing else, not an I-back or a quarterback — 
though he could be either one. 
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the Xs antury bine 


With a jolly “ho, ho, ho!” and a “go team go!” 

Santa is ready to cheer the Nebraska Cornhuskers 
on to victory. Yes, that’s right— jolly old St. Nick 
wears the team colors of red and white ‘cause he’s 
Nebraska proud. 


Now, you can cele- 
brate Christmas 2000 
with Nebraska Santa... 
a meticulously crafted, 
hand-painted sculpture 
overflowing with Big 


Red pride. 
All the true-to-life Brimming with 
colors are skillfully pride and 
hand painted. : 
nand painte holiday spirit! 


Nebraska Santa is absolutely bursting with school 
and holiday spirit. Santa’s carrying a Nebraska 
tote bag, a team pennant...and, of course, 

his sack full of toys. And who better to keep him 
company at the big game than Lil’ Red? Nebraska’s 
beloved mascot! 

Each sculpture is meticulously crafted of 
cold-cast porcelain, a special blend of powdered 
porcelain and resin prized for its ability to capture 
the finest details. Skilled artisans then hand paint--- 


URIS 


=== === === RESERVATION APPLICATION ~~=~=-=--—------- 1 
The Danbury Mint Send 
47 Richards Avenue no money 
P.O. Box 4940 now. 


Norwalk, CT 06857 


every sculpture with brilliant holiday colors, 
from the cuddly teddy bear in Santa’s sack of 
toys, to his red-and-white Nebraska sweatshirt. 
YES! Please reserve Nebraska Santa for me as described 
in this announcement. Attractively priced; 


satisfaction guaranteed. 


Name naa 4 Nebraska Santa is officially licensed by The 
aa Even the cuddly teddy University of Nebraska and available exclusively 
bear in Santa’s sack ‘ ; 2 
is exquisitely detailed. from the Danbury Mint. It is an exceptional 
Address value at just $75, payable in two convenient 
monthly installments of $37.50 (plus a total of $9 for shipping and han- 
City dling). Order Nebraska Santa at no risk. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. 
If, for any reason, you are not thrilled with your sculpture, return it 
within 30 days for replacement or refund. To ensure the earliest 
State Zip possible delivery of the Cornhuskers’ #1 fan, return the Reser- Wet 
vation Application today! ° 
Signature 


(All orders subject to acceptance.) 


Allow 8 to 12 weeks after 
initial payment for shipment. 
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1999 FOOTBALL YE. got RECRUITING SPECIAL 
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PLEASE! Rush 


Reaching 100% Husker fans for 20 years 


www-huskersillustrated.com 


To subscribe, call (800) 524-9527 


1-year subscription (18 issues) — $44.95 
(23% off cover price) 

Weekly during football season 
Advertising: (402) 423-3405/jtuder@navix.net 
Editorial: (402) 474-4355/Hlieditor@aol.com 
Fax: (402) 474-5132 
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